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ENGLAN D, 


And the 
CHANCELLOR 


Of the 
EXCHEQUER. 


Ccording to my Pro- 

miſe to your Lord- 
ſhips, I have given a large 
Hiſtorical Narrative of the 
Sheriffs Accompts for the 
A 2 Annu- 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Annual Revenue of their 
Countries : Wherein ſome 
things may occurr that may 
be uſefull to the underſtan- 
ding of the Sherifts Ac- 
conipts, and many other 
old obſcure Records, and 
ſome things incidently 0- 
pened that have been for- 
mecrly obſcure and ſcarce 
intclligible, yet fit to be 
known. Some things alſo 
relating to the difference be- 
tween the Auditors of the 
Revenue, and the Officers 
of the Pipe. There may be 
ſome miſtakes of my own, 
I confeſs, 1n a matter » 10 
oreat 1NtFICacy, perplexit 

2nd obſolctericl, Tekich / 
could not cafily correct, in 


the Country, becauſe many 
of 
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of my Papers are at London 
that concern this buſineſs , 
and, I fear, hardly to be 
rctrieved into a due order, 
in regard of the late diſtrac- 
tion. And here may be 
ſome miſtakes in the Tran- 
ſcriber, which at this dif- 
tance I could not examine. 
But, poſſibly, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe miſtakes, Your 
Lordſhips may find ſome- 
thing that may be uſctull, 
and when I wait upon you 
I ſhall reyiew and correct. 


Tour Lordſhips 
humble Servant. 
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A Short 
"TREATISE 
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CHAP. I. 
T ouching the ancient and 10- 


' dern Weight and Allay of 
Sterling Silver, 


ter underſtanding. of Sheriffs 
accompts , eſpecially in the el- 
der times, to examine theſe mat- 

ters, Vzz. 
I. Touching the Denomination, 
Weight and Allay of Sterling Mo- 
B ey, 


]: will be neceſſary for the bet- 


2 A Shox Treatiſe touching 
-ney ,- the Corruptions thereof in 
both, and the remedies that have 
been formerly apphed for the re- 
formation of theſe corruptions. 

II. Concerning Firmes, their na- 
ture, and how they were anfwered 
in former times: The firſt ſhall be 
the _ 0 on” opwe, the ſe- 
cond the ſubject of the-next. ;; , 
SN Cond arraek, 
I ſhall apply my felt ſingly to the 
buſineſs of Silyer Coin, becauſe that 
was the uſual ſpecies wherein the 
King's Firmes were commonly an- 
ſwered. 

And firſt, concerning the Coin 
of Silver, there are. theſe things 
conſiderable therein. 

1. The Authority or Power that 
gives it its Stamp, Weight, 
Denomination and Value. 

2. The Matter of it. 

3- The Weight and Denomina- 
£10n. 

As concerning the firſt of theſe, 
it is, without, all queſtion, the in- 
herent Regality and Pre: ogative of 
_ the-Crown,, to give the Curran 

neſs, 
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neſs, Allay, Weight, Denominati- 
on and extrinſique Value to the 
Coin of this Kingdom : and as it is 
a part of his Regaliry and Preroga- 
tive, {ot isa part of his Regal. Reve- 
nue, which is called the King's Seig- 
niorage, or Royalty, or Coinage, 
viz. ordinarily, on every pound 


\, weight of Gold, the King had for 
\his Coin 5s. out of which he paid 


to the Maſter of the Mint, tor his 
work , ſometimes 1s. ſometimes 
15.64. Upon every pound weight 
of Silver, the Seigmiorage, or Coin- 
age, anſwered to the King , in the 
time of King Edw. 3. was 8 peny 
weight, poxdere, whuch about that 
time amounted to 1s. out of which 
he paid ſometimes 84. ſometimes 
9d. to the Maſter. In the time of 
H.5. the King's Seigniorage of eve- 
ry pound weight of Silver was 1 5d. 
See Rot. Parl. 9 H. 5. pars 2.N.15. al- 
though the Authorization, Deno- 
mination and Stamp of Coin was 
undoubtedly the King's rigat, yet 
it appears by Roger Z/awood, that 
in the troubleſome times of King 

B 2 Stephen 


4 A Shox Treatiſe touching 
Stephen, viz. An. Dom. 1149. Om- 
wes Potentes, tam Epiſcopi quam 
Comites & Barones, ſuam faciebant 
monetam. But Henry the ſecond 
coming to the Crown, remedied 
this nſurpation of the Baronage : 
Novam fecit monetam que ſola re- 
cepta erat & accepta in reguo. And 
ſince that time, the exerciſe as well 
as the right of coining of Money 
in the Kingdom hath remained un- 
interruptedly in the Crown. It is 
true, that by certain ancient privi- 
leges, derived by Charter and U. 
fage from the Crown, divers, e- 
ſpecially of the eminent Clergy , 
had their Mints or - Coinages of 
Money. As the Abbot of St. Ed. 
munds-bury, Clauſ. 32 FH. 8. m. 15. 
dorſo : And the Archbiſhop of Tork 
Clauſ.'5 E.3J. pars 1. m. 10. 19. dor- 
ſo, and ſome others. But although 
they had the profit of the Coin, 
yet they had neither the Denomi- 
nation, Stamp, nor Allay : for up- 
on every change of the Coin by 
the King's Proclamation, there i- 
ſued over a Mandate to the Trea- 
4 ſurer 
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ſurer and Barons to deliver a Stamp 
over to thoſe private Mints to be 
uſed. But this liberty of Coinage 
in private Lords hath been leng 
ſince diſuſed, and in a great mea- 
ſure, if not altogether, - reaſſumed 
by the Statute of 3 ZZ. 7. Cap. 6. 

2. Concerning, the ſecond, wx. 
the Matter or Species. whereof the 
currant Coin of this Kingdom hath 
been made, it is 'Gold or Silver, 
but not altogether pure, but with 
an Allay of Copper, at leaſt from 


' the time of King #7 1. and Z. 2. 


though poſſibly in ancienter times 


' the Species whereof the Coin was 


made might be pure Gold or Sil- 
ver; and this Allay was that which 
gave the Denomination of Sterlin 
to that Coin, vzz. Sterling Gold 
or Sterling Silver : Wherein there 
will be inquirable, 

1. Whence that Denomination 
came. 

2. How ancient that Denomina- 
tion Was. 

3- What was the Allay that gave 
Silver that Denomination. 

B 3 Far 
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For the former of-theſe there are 
various conjectures, and nothing of 
certainty. 

Spelman fuppoſeth it to take that 
Denomination from the Efferlimgs, 
who, as he ſuppoſeth, came over 
and retormed our Coin to that Al- 
lay. Of this opinion was Cambden, 
A Germanis, quos Angli Eſterlings, 
ab Orientali fitu, vocarunt, fatta eſt 
appellatio; quos Johannes Rex, ad 
Argentum in ſuam puritatem redigen- 
dam, primus evocavit : & ejuſmodi 


umm Fiterlingi, 1» antiqus ſerip- | 


turis ſemper reperiuntur. Some ſup- 
poſe thar it might be taken up from 
the Starre Fudzorum, whobeing the 
great Brokers for Money, accepted 
and allowed Money of that Allay, 
for currant payment of their Stars 
or obligations. Others from the 
impreſſion of a Sterling, or of an 
Aſteriſck upon the Coin. Pur ceo 
que le form d'un Stare, dont le di- 
minutive eft Sterling, fuit impreſſt 
ou ſtamp ſur ceo. 

Auters pur ceo que le'primer de 
colt Standard fuit coyn en le _ 
| | z 
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de Sterlin in Scotland pur le Roy 
Edw. 1. And, poſlibly as the pro- 
per name of the fourth part of a 
Peny was called a Farthing, and 
ordinarily a Ferling ; ſoin trath the 
proper name of a Peny in thoſe 
times was called a Sterling, without 
any other reaſon of it than the uſe 
of the times and arbitrary impoſi- 
tion, as other names uſually grow. 
For the old Att of 51 #3. called 
Compeſitio. Menſurarum, tells us that 
Denarius Auglia Sterlingus dicitur. 
And becauſe this was the root of 
the meaſure, eſpecially of Silver 
Coin, as will be ſhewed, therefore 
all our Coin of- the fame Allay was 
alſo called Sterling , as five Shil- 
Ungs Sterling,, five Pounds Ster- 


-x When this name of Sterling - 


' came firſt in is uncertain, onely we 


are certain it was a Denomination 
in uſe in the time of 7. 3.or Ed. 1. 
and after-ages. But it was not in 
uſe at the time of the compiling of 
Doomſday, for if it were we ſhould 
have found it there, where there is 

B 4 {o 
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ſo great -occaſion of' mention of 

Firmes, Rents and Payments. 
Standard del mony en French eſt 

appel Pied de mony per Bodin, Pes 

Cnm_ quafi Princeps ibi pedem 
mt. 

: Matth. Paris mag. if. 220. 6. 
In le 12. an. de Roy John le primier 
ftandard del Engliſh mony fuit efta- 
bliſh en Realm d' Ireland, er fuit e- 
qual al primes, & que F Engliſh mo- 
ny ne lit au quart .part melzor in 
value que Þ Iriſh, come ceo ad eftre 
depuis le temps del Edw. 4. Et 
-furt change in Ireland come ceo fuit 
change in "Engleterre. Le primer 
difference & inequality inter les 
Standards del Engliſh monies, & 
Iriſh monies eſt troue in 5 Ed. 4. 
car dong; fuit declare in Parliament 


'#cy gue le Noble ſerra currant en , 


ceſt Realm pur 1 os. © iſint fuit 
que Þ Iriſh Shilling forſque 9d. Den- 
gletre. 

" Hovenden i Rich r. fol. 377. 8. 
Videns igitur Galfridus Eboracenfis 
elettus, quod niſi mediante pecunia 
amorem Regis fui nullatems habere 


peſht, 
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poſſit, promifit ei tria millia Libra- 
rum Sterlingorum pro amore ejus 
habendo. Que fuit devant le temps 
del Roy John ; pur que ſemble que 
le temps quant ceſt money fuit pri- 
merment coin eſt uncertain. Car aſ- 
cuns diont que fuit fait per Osbright 
un Roy de Saxon race 160 ans de- 
vant k Norman conqueſt. Nummus 
a Numa que fuit le primer Roy que 
feſoit moneies en Rome. 1ſint Ster- 
tings, alias Eſterlings, queux pri- 
mes feſoient le money de ceſt Stan- 
dard en Engleterre. 

3. As m—_—y the Allay that | 
is by uſe and cuſtom fitted to that 
Money which we call the Sterling, 
or Sterling Allay ; perchance we 
ſhall not find that conſtancy in the 
Allay as is generally thought. 

The Seken Allay of Gold, ac- 
cording to the Red Book of the Ex- 
chequer is this. The Pound —_— 
of Gold conſiſts of twenty four 
Charats , every Charat weighing 
half an Ounce of Silver ; and eve- 
ry Charat of Gold conſiſts of four 
Grains, and conſequently every 


ro A Shozt Treatiſe touching 


Grain of Gold weighing thirty of 
theſe Grains which we call Silyer 
Grains, - whereof hereatter. 

In the time of Edw. $88 Pound 
of Sterling Gold conſiſted of twen- 
ty three Charats, three Grains and 
a half of pure Gold, and half a 
Grain of Allay of Copper. 

The Sterling Silver, as it ſeems 
to me, in former times had an Al- 
lay diflering from what it is at this 
day. At this day a Pound weight 
of Silver (viz. 12 Ounces to the 
Pound , or Troy weight) conſiſts 
of eleven Ounces two Peny-weight 
of fine. Silver, and eighteen Peny- 
weight of Allay or Copper : every 
Pound containing twelve Ounces, 
and every Ounce divided into 20 
parts called twenty Peny-weight : 
For at that time 2o Peny-weight 
weighed one Ounce, which though 
the Peny-weight be altered, yet 
the Denomination continues. And 
this Allay was in uſe in the forty 
ſixth year of King Edw. 3. and for 
ſome time before, and hath conti- 
nued ever ſince. 
| In 
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In the Treatiſe of Money in the 
Red Book of the Exchequer which 
ſeems to be written in the time of 
Edw. 3. for it mentions the Inden- 
tures of the Mint in 23 Za. 3. it 
is ſaid the uſe was then that 1n e- 
very pound wy of Sterling Sik 
ver there was ſixteen Peny-weight 
of Allay : the conſequence whereof 
is that the Pound of Sterling Silver 
then contained eleven Ounces four 
Peny-weight of fine Silver, and fix- 
teen Peny-weight of Copper. | 

And it ſhould ſeem by what fol- 
lows in the Chapter, that in the 
time of- Z/. 2. the Allay of Copper 
in Sterling Silver was leſs than that : 
For upon every Pound weight of 
Silver Money they uſed to allow 
12 Peny-weight ad dealbandam fir 
mam ; which ſeems to be the reme- 
dy for the reduction of the Money 
then currant into fine Silver, ſed 
de hoc poſtea. 

But at this day, and for very ma- 
ny reaſons, the Allay of Sterling 
Silver hath been 18 Peny-weighrt 
of Copper allowed to xx Ounces 
ii 2 Pe- 
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2 Peny-weight of fine Silver ; there- 
by making up the Pound weight 
Troy of Sterling. 7d. Indentures 
of the Mint, Clanſ, 46 Ed: 3. m. 
18. Dorf. Clau. 1. H. 5. m. 3.5. Dorf. 
Clauſ. 4. Ed. 4.m. 20. And this I 
take at this day. to continue the 
Standard of Sterling Silver... 

29 E: t. Per ſpecial ordinance del 
Roy les Pollards & Crockards fue- 
ront decrie & adnul, quel ordinance 
fuit tranſmit in Realm d' Ireland & 
enrol en Exchequer icy, come eſt 
troue in Libro rubra Scaccarit, ibid. 
pars 2. fol. 2.6. | 

En temps K. 1. Denarius Avglie, 
qui nominatur Sterlingus, rotundus 
five tenſura, ponderabit triginta & 
duo grana in medio (pice. 

Sterlingus © Devarius ſont tout 
Dy.6. & wn. Le Shilling confiſtoit 
7Ed.6. de 12 Sterlings. 25 E. 3. 
cap. 6. Le ſubſtance de ceft denier 
ou Sterling Peny al primes fuit vi- 

cefima pars uncie. Et ifſint continue 

| tang. 9 E. 3. quant { ounce 
bas Fo del Silver fuit tallie in 26 
T0. pence que proportion fuit 
cont Fi . 
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continue tanq. 2 H. 6. quant Þ ounce 
del Silver feſoit 32 pence, Et ceſt 
znſq; al 5 E. 4. quant feſoit 40 pence. 
Et ceſt iuſques 36 H. 8. quant il 
prepare ſon journy al- Bulloigne & 
dong; fuit divide en 45 pence. (ue 
_— iuſques al 2 El. quant Þ ounce 

e pure Silver fuit tallie en  . 
pet dhy & ceſt Standard apa. 
remain a ceſt jour. 

Et quelibet libra de ſterling a- 
wvoit 84 0b, d* allay te Copper, & 
nient plus. Et ceſt allay de —_— 
Mony les Ordinances ou Statutes de 
25 E. 3.cap-13. & 2 H. 6. cap. 13. 
font mention, & eſt contein en touts 
Indentures fait enter le Roy & tes 
Maiſters del Mint. | 


CHAP. 


r4 4 Short Treatiſe touching 
CHAP. IL 


Concerning the Weight of Coin, 
and the difference therein , 
with regard to the Denomi- 
nation of Coin. 


= HE Pound weight of Gold 
though it were the fame 
with that ot Silver, yet is made up 
of ſmaller parts of a diflerent De- 
nomination, every Pound weight 
conſiiting of-2.4 Charats, and every 
Charat conſiſting of 4 Grains. 

The Pound weight of Silver is 
ſubdivided into parts of another De- 
nomination ; for every Pound con- 
ſiſts of 20 Peny-weights, and every 
Peny-weight of 24 Grains. - This 
aPPears by the Books and Records 
above mentioned. Et touts ſuſdits 
moneys dargent ifſint faites ſerront 
dallay de Standard de weil E ferling : 
Coſt aſcavoir que cheſcun leivre dar- 
gent de ceſtes moneys de poize =—_ 

; ra 
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'dra wnze ounces & 29. de poize dar- 
gent fine, & 18d. de poys dablay, 
cheſcun peny weight containant 2.4 
grains. 

So that every Charat in the 
Pound weight of Gold equals half 
an Ounce of Silver; and every 
Grain of Gold, the fourth part of 
a Charat, equals 60 Grains of Sil- 
ver weight. . 

In that old Ordinance, before 


'mentioned called Compoſitio Menſu- 


rarum 51 H. 7. it is ſaid, Per ordi- 
nationes totius Regmi Anglix fit una 


-menſura Domini Regis compoſita, viz. 


quod Denarius Angliz, qui nomina- 
tur Sterlingus, rotundus fine tonſura 
ponderabit triginta & duo Grana 


Denarii faciunt Unciam ; *& duode- 


'6im Uncie faciunt Libram, &cc. 


But theſe thirty two Grains in the 


middle of theear of Corn, are the na- 
' tural Grains, which were the weight 


of the 'then Engliſh Sterling Peny. 
But for the- better accommodation 
of Accompts, theſe 32 natural Grains 
are reduced to 24 artificial Grains, 

which 
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which; from very ancient time untc, 
this day are the common meaſure 


of the Peny-weight, as the 20 Peny- 
weight is the meaſure of an Ounce. 


Having; thus ſtated the artificial. 


weights of Gold, and Silver, eſpe- 
cially the latter, I ſhall proceed to 
the compariſon that now and anci- 
ciently ſtands between theſe artifici- 

al weights and the Coin of Silver. 
It is very plain that in the latter 
end of Z. 3. and the beginning 
of King Ed. 1. and for a long time 
before, twenty Pence of Kt has. 

Money did weigh an Ounce, a 
twelve times twenty Pence or tweh- 
ty Shillings did then weigh a Pound 
Troy weight : and accordingly as 
twenty Peny-weight was then an 
Ounce, and fo called, ſo two hun- 
 dred forty Pence, or twenty, Shil- 
lings was a Pound weight, and fo 
called, viz. Libra Argenti. And 
alchough at this day. the Peny and 
the 20 Shillings of Silver is much 
altered in their true weight, yet zhe 
Denomination is ſtill retained. The 
Ounce is commonly divided od 
| eſtt- 
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eſtimated by 20 Peny-weight, and 
20 Shillings is called Libra Ar- 

entr. 

In the time of King Edw. r. (as 
appears) an Ounce ot Sterling Sil- 
ver made 20 Sterling Pence, and 
conſequently a Pound of Sterling 
Silver made 240 Pence Sterling, 
But proceſs of time hath made a 
great alteration between the Weight 
and extrinſique Denomination or 
Value of Money. 

In 46 E. 3. it appears by the In- 
denture. of the Mint that a Pound 


of Sterling Silver made then 300 


Sterling Pence. Cav. 46. E.3.m.18, 

And afterwards in 1 . 5. the re- 
duftion of Coin was ſuch that a 
Pound weight of Sterling Silver 
made 360 Pence Sterling. Clauf. 
1 H.5.m. 35. dorſo. Which made 
the Pound weight of Silver to con- 
tain 30 Shillings, and deduCting x 
Shilling tor Coinage, the Merchant 
had 29 Shillings tor his Pound of 
Silver brought into the Mint. 

In the 4th year of Ed. 4.the Pound 
of Sterling Silver yielded 3 3 Shillings 

C 


VIZ. 
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viz. about 396 Pence in the Pound: 
and conſequently 33 Sterling Pence 
then made the Ounce of Silver. 
Clauf. 4. E. 4. m. 20. 

At this day the Qunece of Silver 
coined contains 5 Shillings, or 60 
Pence : and conſequently the Pound 
weight of coined Silver yields 60 
Sterlings or 720 pence. So that 
at this day the extrinſecal Deno- 
mination or Value of Money in 
proportion to its Weight, is three 
times higher than it was in the 
time of E. x. And thus much 
ſhall ſuffice touching the ſecond 
enquiry. 


CHAP. 
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Touching the Corruptions of 
Money, and the remedies 
anciently uſed in relation 
thereunto. 


Y what hath been before ſaid it 

appeareth, the two ſpecial re- 

quiſites of the currant Coin of this 
Kingdom are, 

IT. That it be of the true Stan- 
dard in relation to its weight. 

IT. Of the true Standard with re- 
lation to its Allay : and proporti- 
onably to theſe two requiſites are 
theſe detedts,” which have hapned 
in Moneys in modern and ancient 
rumes, V7z. 

I. The defect in the due weight 
of Money which hapned ſome- 
times by counterfeiting the Ster- 
ling Money, though with a weight 
below 'the Standard. Sometimes 
by clipping , or otherwiſe im- 

C 2 pairing 
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ring the weight of true Money, 
= The Jefet in the due Allay 
viz. overcharging the fine Silver or 
Gold with an Allay of Copper more 
than the Standard, which hapned 
ſometimes by the deceit or igno- 
rance of the officers of the Minr, 
and ſometimes by the counterfei- 
ture of the Coin of England. 

And by theſe practices the King's 
Exchequer (into or through which 
the moſt of the Money of the King- 
dom ſucceſſively came ) was many 
times ſurcharged with ſuch deteCtive 
Money, and the King thereby de- 
ceived in his Firmes. 

And therefore in ancient times 
there were ſucceſſive experiments 
made by the officers of the King's 
revenue for the diſcovery and” a- 
voiding of theſe deteftive Monies 
and that his Rents might be anſwer- 
ed in Money of a juſt weight and 
Allay ; which, for the better un- 
derſtanding of ancient Records, re- 
main here to be explicated, viz. So- 
lutio ad Scalam , Solutio ad Pen- 
ſam, and Combuſtion, or m__ by 
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fire. The two former being ſuch 
Remedies as related to deteQtive 
Weight , and the latter being the 
Remedy that relates to deteCt in the 
Standard of Allay. And, touching 
this buſineſs, although we have ve- 
ry frequent mention of them, in 

e Pipe-rolls eſpecially, yet the 
beſt, and contemporary expoſition 
of them is Gervaſius Tilbyrienſts, or 
the black Book of the Exchequer, 
written in the time of #72. who 

ives us the accompt thereof in his 

ſt Book, Cap. A quibus, & ad quid 

inventa fuit Argent: examinatio, 
who thus expounds it. 

1. Solutio ad Scalam, viz. preter 
quamlibet Libram numeratam ſex 
Denarios, which it ſeems was a- 
greed upon a medium to be the 
common eſtimate or Remedy for 
the detective Weight of Money, 
thereby to avoid the trouble of 
weighing the Money which was 
brought into the Exchequer. And 
this is the meaning ot that frequent 
expreſſion inthe ancient Pipe-rolls 
In Theſauro 1001. ad Scalam, which 
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ſeems to'be one hundred Pounds, 
and one hundred Sixpences, or fif- 
ty Shillings. 

2. Solutio ad Penſum : which was 
the payment of Money into the Ex- 
chequer by full weight, v7z. that a 
Pound, or 20s. in Silver, numero, or 
by tale, ſhould not be received for 
a Pound unleſs it did exattly weigh 
a Pound weight Troy, or twelve 
Ounces, and it it wanted any, that 
then the Payer ſhould make good 
the weight by adding other Money 
although it amounted to more or 
leſs than 64. in the Pound ( which 
was the Solutio ad Scalam, as before 
5 mentioned.) And thus frequently 
occurs in the Pipe-rolls, /» Theſauro 
x00. and penſum, or full weight. 

3- Combuſtion or _— fire : 
which is by Gervaſe ſuppoſed to be 


ſet on foot by, the Biſhop of Salis- 


bury, then Treaſurer, (though in 
truth it were much more ancient, as 
appears by frequent paſſages in the 
Book of Doomsday : ) and the Au- 
thor gives the reaſon : Licet enim 
wumero & pondere videretur efſe ſa- 

tisfadtum, 
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tisfattum,. non tamen materia. Con- 
ſequens enim non erat ut ft pro Libra 
una numerata 20 Solidos, etiam Li- 
bra ponder reſpondentis conſequenter 
Libram ſolviſſet : Argentum enim . 
Cupro vel quovis Are ſolviſſet. And 
thereupon enſued the conſtitution 
of examination of Money at 
the Exchequer by Combuſtion. 
Whether this examination was to 
reduce an equation of Money onely 
to Sterling, viz. a due proportion 
of Allay with Copper ; or to re- 
duce it to fine and pure Silver, and 
to make the eſtimate of the Pound 
or Libra Argenti, reſerved of their 
Firmes to be in pure Silver, and with- 
out Allay, doth not ſo clearly ap- 
pear. Some think the former; and 
therefore that the old expreſſion of 
Firma alba, blank Firm, and deal- 
bare Firmam, was nothing, elſd but 
Coin melted down and reduced to 
the Allay of Sterling, and after 
blanched, or whited, as 1s done by 
the Moneyers with their” Sterhing 
Coin of Silver, which is to this day 
called blanching. Yd. Spelman i 
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tit. Firmam dealbare. But yet it 
may ſeem, by what enſues, that it 
was to reduce it to fine Silver, and 
to the eſtimate of the Pound, or 
Libra Argenti accordingly ; for tt is 
evident by what follows, that the 
difference between a Pound, or Lz. 
bra Argenti numero, and Libra Ar- 
genti blanch, was 12 Pence in eve- 
ry Pound : which - poſſibly might 
be that the allowed Allay ot Copper 
in the Sterling Silver was then 
twelve Pence weight of Copper 
in the Pound of fine Silver, where- 
as it is now 18 Peny-weight in the 
Pound. This tryal of Silver by 
Combuſtion , in thoſe elder ages 
foon prevailed and obtained againſt 
the former reduCtions ad Scalam, & 
ad Penſum, as being the onely infal- 
lible tryal of the truth of the Me- 
tal, whereby the former reduCions 
of Penſum and Scalam became in 
time antiquated. 

And this begat the diſtinCtion in 
the old Rolls ot the eſtimate of Mo- 
ney Numero, and the eſtimate Blanc - 
and in purſuance thereto. the reſer- 

vations 
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vations of Rents and Firmes by the 
King were ſometimes Numero, and 
ſometimes Blanc. 

The reſervations of Rents nume- 
ro were no other but ſo much Mo- 
ney reſerved in Pecuniis numerati : 
as reddendo quingue Libras numero 
was fiveſcore Shillings , which a- 
mounted in common eſtimation to 
five Pounds Troy weight : And this 
was the ancient and uſual reſervati- 
on, and, prima facie, unleſs the 
contrary were expreſſed, upon all 
Grants of Lands (reſerving ſo much 
Rent) it was intended »##mero; that 
is, ſo much in Money numbred, 
and the Firmor was not bound de- 
albare Firmam, or to make good 
ſo much in fine Silver, or, it you 
will, in ſuch ſilver as was of the 
firſt Allay. | 

The reſervation of ſo much Mo- 
ney, or ſo many Pounds Zlaxc did 
enforce the Firmor to make good. 
to the King ſo much in fine Silver, 
( or at leatit in the pureſt Sterling ) 
and therefore ſuch Firmor, when he 
paid in his Firme upon ſuch a reſer- 

vation 
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vition blanc, was bound dealbare 
Firmam, which was to ſubmit his 
Money to the teſt of the fire ; and 
to ns A his Money, and make it 
good in fine Silver according to the 
reſervation, or to pay in allowance 
thereof that rate which was the 


ordinary meaſure of reduction of 


it to fine Silver, which was 12 &. 
for every Pound as ſhall be ſhewed. 

And hereupon grew the com- 
mon difference which is every- 
where mentioned in the Pipe-rolls 
of Firmes »«mero, and Firmes blanc 
or alb, Firme. 

This difference of theſe Firmes is 
expounded by the Black Book of 
the Exchequer, Lib. 2. Cap. Quid 
fit quoſdam fundos dari blanc, guoſ- 
dam numero, viz. that if a Firme or 
Tenement were let by the King ge- 
nerally, without expreſſing b/axc or 
numero, it was to be anſwered onely 
numero, unleſs ſpecially reſerved 
blanc, ( viz. 5s. blanc.) But if a 
Royalty or Franchiſe were onely 
granted, then the general reſervati- 
on of ſo much Rent, was to be blanc 

Rent. 
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Rent. Porro, Firmam numero dari 
diximus cum tautum numerando,- nou 
examinando ipſo ſatisfit. Cum ergo 
Rex Firmam alicui contulerit, ſimul 
cum Hundredo vel placito que exhoc 

oveniunt, Firma dealbari dicitar'; 
(in fimpliciter fundum dederit (nou 
determinans cum Hundredo wel 
blanc.) wumero datus dicitur. And 
from this diverſity of the Rents ari- 
ſing in any County ( ſome blanc 
onely, ſome »umero onely, ſome in 
both) aroſe the diverſity in the ti- 
tling of the Sheriffs Accompts, ve. 

Firma de remanente Comitatus 
poſt terras datas blanc : which was 
applicable to thoſe Rents of his 
County, which were anſwered in 
fine Silver reduced to the teſt by 
combuſtion, or with an allowance 
of 124. in the Pound in compenſa- 
tion of it. 

Firma Comitatus miimero, Was 
his Firme for thoſe Rents of his 
County which were onely anſwer- 
ed in Money numbred, without re- 
ducing them to their fineneſs by 
Combuſtion, or any fatisfa&tion for 

It 
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it : But - this more fully in the en. 
ſuing Chapter. 
"1 kbve tics mentioned that 
when any Firme was reſerved or an- 
ſwered blanc, the Money was to be 
melted and anſwered in fine Silver, 
or at keaſt to Silver allayed to right 
and fineſt Sterling; or elſe he was 
to redeem himſelf from that trouble 
= payment of x2. in the Pound : 
that that Perſon upon whom 
there was reſerved 5/. blanc was to 
pay 5. 55. if he would not have his 
Money melted down and made 
good 1n fine Silver (or at leaſt in 
true Sterling.) And this appears to 
be true by infinite Records : Take 
two or three for inſtance. 

In compoto cum Northampton , 
21 H. 3. Summa totalis 1021. 38. 7d. 
de qua 4. gs. 4d. blanc, que ſunt 
extenſ@ ad 4l. 13s. 9d. ſubtrahuntur 
ad per Tak uh corpus Comitatus & 
remanet 971. 13s. Tod. de quibus re- 
ſpondet de proficuo in magno Rotulo. 

Clauſ. 13. H. 3. m. 2. Sciatis quod 
perdonavimus dilettz Sorori noſtre 
A. Comitiſſe Pembroc centum tri- 

ginta 
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ginta & quinque Libras blanc, que 
extenſe ſunt ad. centum quadraginta 
& unum Libras, & quindecim Solids. 

In Compoto Bedf. & Bucks, 13 E. 
3 Nic. Paſſelew de 18/. 45. 4d. nu- 
mero pro 171. 75. blanc. 

In all theſe the proportion riſeth 
very near, bating the ſmall frag- 
ments in Pence, that every Pound 
blanc anſwered one Shilling over, 
to reduce it to its value. 

And hence it is that at this day 
the ancient Firmors of Cities, as 
Londow, &c. which were common- 
ly reſerved blanc, do pay the ſame 
in Sterling Money, and one Shil- 
ling for every pound over: As if 
1001, blanc be reſerved, there is an- 
ſwered at this day in the Receipt 
05/4. which, as before, makes me 
ſuppoſe that 4/anuc Firme, or deat- 
bata Firma, was in truth when it 
was reduced to fine Silver, and not 
barely Sterling : for this advance of 
124. in the Pound upon ſuch blanc 
Firmes is ſtill anſwered though paid 
in Sterling, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1V. 


Concerning the manner of an- 
ſwering the King's Firmes 
anciently. 


N ancient times, viz. about the 
time of Wiliam the firſt and 
Henry the ſecond, the reſervation of 
the King's Firmes and Rents were 
ſo many Pounds or Shillings, &c. 
in Money, and they were an- 
ſwered numero, or in Pecunits nu- 
meratis, untill afterward for the a- 
voiding of corrupt Money, they 
were reſerved in blanc or white Mo- 
ney, which, as before is obſerved, 
was intended either of pure Silver, 
(or at leaſt Silver reduced to the Al. 
lay of Sterling) and then whitened 
or blanched, as is uſed in the Mint 
to this day, for all Sterling Money : 
I ſhall not much contend whether 
it were the one or the other, but 
for the moſt part in this Diſcourſe 

I ſhall ſuppoſe it fine Silver. 
But 
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But although Firmes were reſer- 
ved in Money, as the beſt and com- 
moneſt meaſures of values, yet it 
appears by 771burienfis, Lib. 1. Cap. 
A quibus & ad quid inſtituta fuit 
Argenti examinatio; that it was in 
thoſe ancient times of King W. 2. 


and 7.1. uſually praftiſed that thoſe 


Firmes ſhould, according to their 
values be anſwered in Cattle, Corn 
and other proviſions; Which per- 
chance in its firſt inſtitution might 
be a convenience to the King, to 
have his Family furniſhed with provi- 
ſions i ſpecze, and to the Country, 
among whom Money was not then 
very plentifull, and they could bet- 
ter anſwer their Rents in Proviſions. 

And.to the end that an equation 
might be made between the Rents 
reſerved in Money and the Proviſt- 
on delivered by the Tenants in lieu 
thereof, the ſame 7ilburiewfs tells 
us, there were certain prices and 
rates ſet upon proviſions, that the 
Tenant might know what to pay, 


and the King's Officers might know 
what to receive. As for Wheat for 
100 
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x00 men 124. fora fat Ox 124. &c. 


which it ſeems were dilivered to the. 


hands of the Sheriff who, if he fir- 
med the County, might retain it to 
his own uſe ; but if he firmed it not 
he accompted to the King, for theſe 
Proviſions or their values, as he did 
for other rates of the County col.- 
lected by him. 

But as for Cities and Franchiſes 
that were granted out to Firme, be- 
cauſe they had not* Proviſions of 
this nature to anſwer, they paid 
their Rents in Money. 

Thus, it ſeems, the King's Firmes 
of Rents of his Firmors and Tenants 
in the Country wereanſwered in the 
time of King W:i/Zzam the firſt and 
Wiliam his ſon. But in the time 
of H. 1. the Tenants were wear 
of anſwering their Rents in Mat ry 
ons, and the King's- foreign occaſi- 
ons called rather for a ſupply of Mo- 
ney, and ſo the Rents were anſwer- 
ed by the Tenants as formerly in 
Money according to the tenour of 
their reſervations, and the.delivery 
of Victualand other Proviſions in lieu 
thereof ceaſed. CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Concerning the manner of col- 
lefing the King's Revenues 
of the County, and the ſe- 
weral kinds of them with 
their ſeveral Titles. 


HE Sheriff of the County 

had a double Office: 1. As 

a Miniſter of Juſtice under the King 

for the preſervation of Peace, and 

Writs iſſuing from the King's Courts. 

2. As the King's Bayliff of his Re- 

venues ariſing in the County, which 
was of two kinds. 


I. The improving and letting, 
and ſometimes ſtocking of the King's 
Demeſnes, and ſuch Lands as were 
ſeized into the King's hands (other 
than ſuch as belonged to the Eſchea- 
tor, as Wardſhips and Eſchears. ) 
And hence it is that there are upon 
the accompts, eſpecially of Bucking- 

D 


ham 


-@ 
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ham and Bedford, allowances made 
to the Sheriff of that County u#..... 


Comitatus. 


' 2. The ſecond part of his Office 
was in colletting of the King's Rents 


of his County, which ſometimes he = 


did as Cu/tos or Bayly ; ſometimes 
ut Firmarius, viz. he took the Rents 
to his own uſe, and anſwered the 
King a certain Firme or Rent at his 
. own peril, whereof more'in-theen- 
ſuing Diſcourſe. Now concerning 
the kinds of the King's Revenues a- 
riſing in the ſeveral Counties; we 
are to take notice that they were 
of two kinds, viz. Annual .or C3- 
ſual. 

The Annual Revenue was again 
of two kinds, viz. Fixed and Cer- 
tain, or Caſual and Uncertain. 
| The Annual, Fixed and Certain 

Revenue of the Countics were of 
theſe kinds. 

1. The King's Demeſnes - that 
were in his own hands, or let at 
Rack rents to Tenants, whereof I 


have before ſpoken, and they make 
not 
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not much for that purpoſe Taim at. 

2. Firmes, which were of two 

kinds, viz. Groſs Firmes which 
were charged upon particular per- 
ſons, or Cities, or Towns, and fo 
charged in the great Roll ; as thus, 
Philippus d' Aura debet '2 Marc. de 
reditu unius virgate terre. And 
theſe were thus charged upon theſe 
two reaſons : 1. Either becauſe the 
were never parcel of the Sheri 
Firme of this County, (de quo in- 
fra, ) but great Firmes written out 
to the Sheriff to be anſwered by 
the perſons upon whom they were 
charged. 2. Or elſe they were ſuch 
as happened to be reſerved alter the 
Firme of the County was reduced 
to certainty and anſwered -by the 
Sheriffs. Or elſe, Secondly, they 
were ſmall rents commonly called 
Vicontiel Rents ; the Particulars 
whereof we ſhall enumerate under 
their ſeveral heads in due time: 

3 Common Fines, at firſt impo- 
ſed upon Townſhips, upon ſeveral 
occaſions, as for Bon pleder, for Suit 
and Ward, for excute of attending 
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the Sherifls turn : and theſe grew 
in_ proceſs of time to be fixed and 
ſetled Revenues. And theſe again 
were of two Sorts; ſuch as came 
within the Title of Firma Comita- 
tw, and were written out under 
that general head, viz. ſub nomine 
Vicecomitis : And ſome again were 
written to the Sherift in the parti- 
cular charge of ſuch and ſuch Town- 
ſhips and Lands, and fo charged 
upon. the Towns by the expreſs 

words of the proceſs. 

4. Arrentations of Affarts and 
reſtures in Waſts and Foreſts 
ſet by Juſtices in Eyre, which for 
the moſt part were written out in 
charge againſt the particular Lands 
upon which they were charged : 
and ſome pcrchance were deman- 
ded in a groſs Summ, among other 
ſmall Rents ſub nomine Vicecomitss. 
5. Crementum Comitatus, or Fir- 
ma de cremento Comitatus ; which 
were ſome improvements of the 
King's Rents above the ancient Vi- 
contiel Rents, for which the. Sheriff 
anſwered under the title of Firma 
Com. 
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Comitatus. And this Crementum 
Comitatus or the ſeveral ſmall ad- 
vances of the old Vicontiel Rents, 
were anſwered under the title of 
Crementum Comitatus, or Firma de 
cremento Comitatus. But thoſe kinds 
of Firmes. de cremento are onely 
found in the Counties of Bedford, 
Bucks, Norfolk, Suffolk, Warwick, 
Leiceſter, Wigorn and Glonceſter : 
Certain other Summs annually char- 
ged in groſs upon the Sheriff for 
certain other ſmall or minute Rents 
under ſeveral titles in ſeveral Coun- 
ties; as, De Cormagio, de Wards, 
Caſtle de Firma, Purpreſt & Eſcaet 
de diverfis Firms, de minutis parti- 
cults, Serjancia de tFis aſſert infra 
divers foreſt : all which were char- 
ged in prob Surms upon the She- 
rift, and /xb nomine Vic. without ex- 
preſſing any particulars, or upon 
neomg _ were charged, which 
becauſe they were not common to 
all Countries, but. varied according 
to the various uſage of ſeveral Coun- 
ties, I ſhall not at large handle, but 
ſhall content my felt with the en- 
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quiry into thoſe that were the com- 
mon.-charges of the Sheriffs of every 
ſeveral County, viz. the Corpus Cov 
mitatus, and the Proficua Comitatus, 

The Vicontiel Rents that made 
up the Sheritts Firme of the Body of 
the County, came under various Ti- 
tles and Denominations 1n ſeveral 
Counties, v2z. 


1. Reditus Aſſize in Cumber- 
land, Herttord, Surry. 

2. Firme & feodi Firme in Cum- 
berland, Northumberland , 
Nottingham, Stafford. 

3- Firma antiqua in Huntington. 

4. Albe Firme in Nort. & Suff. 

5. Blanch Firmes in Ebor, & 
Sutt. | 

6. Blanc Rents in Kent. 

7. Albus Cervns in Dorlet. 

8. Auxilium Vicecow in Cant, 
Cumbr', Eflex, Hunt”, Leic', 
North', Suſſex, Warw', Wilts. - 

9. Auxilium ad Turcum Vicecow 
in Devon. 

10. Hidage in Berks, Bedf. Bucks, 


Oxon. 
I1. Preſtas 
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IT. Preſtatio pro pulchre placitan- 
do in Bedt*, Bucks: 1:1! | 

I2. Setta & Warda in BedP, 
Bucks. 

13. Viſas Franc plegi?-5 in BedP, 
Bucks, Can, Hunt, Eſfex, 
Hertford, North'ton, Somer- 
ſer, 'South'ton, Stafford. 

I4. Certitudines in Berks, He- 
ref, Rutland. 

I5. Certi* reaitus | im LinedlIn , 
Leiceſter, Somerſet, South'ton, 
Warwick & Wilts." 

I6, Certi reditus ad communem 
fem in Derby,' Nottingham. 
17.' Reditus pro Wards Caſtri ik 
Cant”, Northum' /Onlen, NUey 

& SufÞ. | 

18.' Reditus ad Turnnum \Elundre. 
4; in Dork. 

19. Finis antiquits In Eſſex. 

20. Fins pro ſettaCurierelaxand” 
in Berks & Oxoti.” 

21; Communes fes in - Gloue, 
Here(”; Hery! ;Qurry, Sutlole, 
Salop. 

22. Fines Aldermannotum in Suſ 
fex. \- " 


D 4 23. Tur- 


40 A Shozt Treatiſe touching 

23. Turnum Vicecom' in Eflex & 
Hert!”. 

24. Setta Burg. & Yil. in Cant. 

25. Suit Silver in Stafi'. 

26. Hundred Silver in NorP. 

27. Faith Silver in Stafl'. 

28. Pamnel Silver in Nor. 

29. Ward Silver in Eſſex. 

30. Certum lete cum Capitag in 
Nort”. 

31. Leet fee in Suff. 

3z- Sokew' fees in Sulf?, 

33- Mott fee in Salop, 


Theſe are the general Titles of 
thoſe Vicontiel Rents that uſually 
came under the Title of Firma Co- 
mitatus, which were written gene- 
rally ſub Nomine Vicecom', without 
expreſſions of the partitulars : But 
the Sheriff that had a particular 
Roll of theſe Vicontiel Rents, deli- 
vered in that Rall many times up- 
on his Accompts, though not writ- 
ten eſpec;allyÞn charge under thoſe 
names, or in particular by the Sum- 
mons of. the Pipe : And thus much 
concerning the certain Annual Re- 
venue, | 2, The 
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2. The uncertain: Annual Reve- 
nue was the Proficuum Comitatus , 
which in ancient times when moſt 
of the Law-ſuits were tranſacted in 
the Counties and Hundred-Court , 
was a conſiderable Revenue. But 
ſince that time, wiz. about the be- 

inning of E. 1. when much of that 
buſineſs was tranſatted at the great 
Courts, this profit of the County 
ſunk to very little. And in my en- 
quiry touching this part of the Re- 
venue, I ſhall Firſt ſer down what 
it was not : Secondly, I ſhall ſer 
down what it was, and how it did 
ariſe. 

1. Touching the former of theſe 
what it was not; I ſay, moſt clear- 
ly it not that profit which is 
now chBone! conſiderable profit 
of the Sheriff employments, w4z. 
the Fees and Perquilites for the exe- 
cution of Writs, and Proceſs and 
Execution iſſuing out of the King's 
Courts. For, 

1. Untill the Stat. of 23 ZZ6.c.10. 
there were no Fees at all by Law 
due for any execution of Proceſs or 

Warrants 
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Warrants- for the-ſame. Till the 
Star. 'of 29 El. 2. there were no Fees 
allowed by Law for - kevying of 
Debts or Damages :- But by the ex- 
preſs proviſion of the Stat. of Weſt- 
minſter the firſt , the Sheriff was 
bound to execute the King's Proceſs 
without any Fee, which is no other, 
but a declaration of the Common 
Law. A 
2. Inno Viſcontil Schedule or Ac- 
compt of the County thar ever: I 
could fee or hear 'of, is there any 
Accompt tor Fees for execution of 
Proceſs, 'or any mention thereof. 

3. If the Sheriff did in thoſe el- 
der times take any Fees for executi- 
on of Writs, there was no colour of 
reaſon that he ſhould ww for 
that: and if he did takeMore than 
a reaſonable recompence for his. 
pains, it was more than could be 
juſtified, and not at all due to the 
King. : -5a | 

IT. But now, as to' the Second 
enquiry, what-this Proficuum Com:- 
tatys was : And it ſeems very plain 
that it was made up principally by 


theſe 


theſe particulars, as moſt evidently 
appears by divers accompts of She- 
riffs in_ ancient times, when they 
accompted ut C»/todes or Ballivi, not 
at Firmarit, vie. 

I. The Fines, Iflues. and Amer- 
cements, and other Profits of the 
County-Courts, which in thoſe at 
cient times were very: conſiderable, 
for it held Plea in all Writs that were 
Vicontiel, directed immediately to 
the Sheriff out of the Chancery, 
viz, by Juſtices ; and/ many times 
not onely perſonal Suits: were re- 
moved thither out of interiour Court- 
Barons and Hundred-Courts, but al- 
ſo Pleas Real, viz. Writs of Right ; 
and in ancient time many teal Acti- 
ons, eſpecially Writs of Right wer 
determined in the County. A 
therefore it is frequent in' the old 
Schedules of - Proficua Comitatus, el. 
pecially in Torkſhire in the times of 
R. 1. and King John, ſuch as theſe, 
viz. De ).S. pro licentia concordan- 
di demimark. De J. S. pro War- 
rantia Eſſoniz 25. and ſometimes a 
Mark .pro mia Comitatus, ſome- 

times 
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times 10s. quia retraxit ſe, 'Demj- 
mark. - De '(pretio bonorum per diſ- 
tringds demimark. Pro tranſgreſto- 
ne 2s. Pro falſo clamore demi- 
mark, &c. 

So that it appears in the accompt 
of 20 Fohannu Regis, 'the profits of 
the bare + of Tork for 
one half year amounted to 31 /;. 
which is more than roo. in a juſt 
eſtimate at this day. WL 

2. The Profits of the Sheriffs 
Turns, or the Sherifls Leets, which 
had Conufſance of matter Criminal, 
as his County-Court was for mat- 
ters Civilie* and the Profit conſiſted, 

1. Ins Amercements of Sutors 
that made default. 

2. Inthe Fines and Amercements 
of ſuch as were convitt of offences 
inquirable in the turn ;: as Nuſances, 
Bloudſhed, Aiſſize of Bread and 
Beer,' &:. and theſe aroſe uſually 
to a conſiderable Summ yearly. 

3- The Profits of the Hundred- 
Courts and Wappentake- Courts ; 
the Profits whereof conſiſted in 
the Fines, Amercements and other 

Perqui- 
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Perquiſites of the Hundred-Court, 
which the Sheriff ſometimes took in 
kind ; ſometimes he let it to Firme. 
Theſe Baylywicks of theſe -Hun- 
dreds, and with them the Profits 
and Perquiſites of Courts were ſome- 
times let to Firme by the King, and 
in ſuch caſes the Sheriff accompted 
Proficua Ballivatus , which often- 
times aroſe to very conſiderable 
Summs, In the time of Z. 3. the 
Firmes of the Baylywicks of the 
Hundreds in Torkſpire, beſide Stan- 
cliff and Strafford, were let for xoo/. 
6s. 8d. per annum, which was then 
a conſiderable Summ, and amounts 
now in Sterling Money to thrice as 
much. But as the buſineſs and ju- 
ri{diction of the Hundred - Courts 
ſunk gradually in their employment, 
( whereby the Perquiſites now do 
but little ſurmount the charge of 
keeping them) ſo now by the Star. 
of 23 HT. 6. cap. 10. the Sheriff is 
reſtrained from letting the Bayly- 
wick to Firme; and moſt of the 
Hundreds, at leaſt in many Coun- 
ties, are disjoined from the — 

an 
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and granted out, ſome in Fee-farm, 
and ſome otherwiſe, though there 
have been frequent attempts of re- 
joining them to the Sherifts by a&ts 
of Reſumprion. | 

And theſe are the Profits that 
made up the Proficuum Comttatus, 
for which the Sheriff moſt com- 
monly in ancient time anſwered as 
Firmariu at a certain Rent, though 
ſometimes he accompted for it as 
Cuſtos or Ballivas as 1thall be ſhewn. 
And I know no other Perquiſite 
that made up the Proficuum Comita- 
tus but what is above mentioned ; 
onely in Northumberland there were 
ſome Caſtle gard-Rents that were in 
truth Vicontiel Rents, and in their 
propriety and nature belonged to 
the Corpus Comitatus, which yet by 
conſtant uſage were uſually anſwe- 
red among the Proficua Comitatus. 
And thus tar concerning the annual 
Revenue of the County, both Cer- 
tain and Uncertain, chargeable up- 
on the Sheriffs collection. 

2. The Revenue Caſual conſiſted 


of many Particles under various 
Heads 
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Heads or Titles, viz. Debts drawn 
into the Pipe, and thence written 
out unto the Sheriff. Fines volun- 
tary or compullary. * Seifures of 
Lands and Compoſitions, '&c., they 
may be reduced under theſe three 
Heads at this day. 

x. The Debts written out to the 
Sheriff from the ſeveral Offices , 
viz. the two Remembrancers, Clerk 
of the Pipe, &c. 

2. The Summons of the: Grear 
Wax, written to the Sheriff with 
the Eftreats from the Treaſurer's 
Remembrancers. 

3. The toreign Accompt, or Sej- 
ſures of Lands tor Debts or Fortei- 
tures. | 
As touching eſcheated Lands and 
Wardſhips they came under the Ef- 
cheator's charge, and the Profits 
thereof rarely anſwered by the 
Sherift, unleſs for ſome few ancient 
Efcheats. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Concerning the manner how 
the Annual Revenue of the 
County was uſually anſwered 
in the ancient times untill 
IoE. 1. 


Aving ſhewed what the An- 

nual Profits of the County 
conſiſted of, I ſhall now deſcend 
to the manner how it was ancient- 
ly anſwered. The Sheriff, as hath 
been ſhewn was the King's Bayly 
for the collefting ot the King's Re- 
venue : And touching the manner 
of his colleting and anſwering 
them, and therein principally con- 
cerning thoſe two great parts of the 
Annual Revenue, vzz. the Corpus Co- 
»itatus, or when it was in Firme, 
the Firma corporis Comitatus : And 
the Proficuum Comitatus, and when 
i; was in Firme, the Firma de profi- 
cuo Comitatus ; both which thall be 
hereafter 
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hereafter more fully explained. 

Theſe Profits were anciently, and 
are to this day, anſwered at two 
Terms in the year, viz. Michael» 
mas and Eaſter. 

Burt to enable the more effe&ual 
levying of them, there always iſſu- 
e&d to the Sheriff betore Eaſter and 
Michaelmas, out of the Exchequer 
a Writ. called the Summons of the 
Pipe, which had annexed to it the 
charge or Surams tor which the She: 
riff was anſwerable, viz. thoſe pt wa 
were charged upon himſelf H0- 
mine ms and thoſe which 
are upon others. The Form 
of the Writ is recorded in the black 
Book of the Exchequer, Lb. 2. cap. 
Qualiter fient Summonitiones; which 
continue to this day, viz. Rex Vic 
Ebor' Salutem. Vide ficut teipſum 
E& onmia tua diligas quod fis ad Scac- 
carinm noſtrum Weſtm' in Cro' Santi 
Michaelis, vel i» Cro' Claufi Paſche, 
& habeas ibi quicquid debes de vete. 
re firma vel nova : Et nominatim 
hec debita ſubſcripta. And then 
the whole charge 1s inſerted which 

E common- 
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monly began with theſe annual Re- 
venues, ' vit./ 


De Corpore Comitatus 
(or if it were in Fire) 
De FirmadeCorpore Coms.' too bl. 
De Numero Comitatas -' 10: + 
De Profituo Comitatus 
( or if in Firme) | 
De Firma de proficuo Com. 50 


. Andthenthe Summin grofchar- 
ged upon the Sherift for divers ſmall 
Rents, and then afterwards all thoſe 
Firmes that-were charged upon par- 
C_ perſons ſeriatim and in or- 
er. _ 

And according tothe order where- 

in they were written out to the She- 
riff, accordingly in effe&t were the 
Accompts paſſed; and the Entries 
made thereof in the great- Roll of. 
the Pipe, onely the particulars in 
the Writ was -their charge of the 
Sheriff, unto which he was to give 
his anſwer upon his Accompt, and 
then there are entred his diſcharges. 


And 
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And this Firme continues there 
to this day, with ſuch alterations as 
are hereatter mentioned : and there- 
tore the Ordinance or Statute zx Lz- 
bro Rubra Scaccarii, fol. 2.42. made 
in 54 H. 3. is nothing elſe but the 
ſtable and fixed method for writing 
the great Roll, obſerved both be» 
fore and ſince that day. 

Primo, Scribatur Corpus Comita» 
tus, deinde Eleemoſyne conſtitute, & 
Liberationes & Bria priſci Vicecom 
fieut ſemper fuit . conſuetum. _ Deine 
de oneFetur Vic de Firmis pro proft- 
cuo Comitatus vel de proficuis : De» 
inde ſcribantur omnes Fitme tam 
majores quam minores, &c. 

And although the certain Deber 
of the Sheriff could not be known 
before the finiſhing of his Accompr, 
becauſe it could not be known what 
he levied, and what not; and what 
he had paid, and what not; (which 
Accompt was not untill the end of 
his year) yet it ſeems there was 
anciently an eſtimate what rhis con- 
ſtant charge of the annual.Revenue 


amounted unto, and what the con- 
. E 2 ſtant 
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ſtant allowances amounted unto, ac- 
cording to a medinm , or poſſibly 
according to thoſe Firmes and groſs 
Summs which were charged imme- 
diately upon the Sheriff ſub nomine 
Vicecomitis; and theſe Summs were 
paid into the Exchequer at the re- 
turn of the Writ of Summons of 
the Pipe, and they were, and are 
to this day called Profre Yicecom', 
or the Sherifis Proffers. And by the 
Statute of 51 #7. 3. called Statutum 
de Scaccario, thoſe proffers are ap- 
pointed to be paid on the morrow 
of St. Michael, and the morrow poſ# 
Clauſum" Paſche ; and the payment 
of theſe proffers are continued to 
this day : But although they are 
paid, yet if upon the conclufion of 
the Sheriffs Accompt, and after the 
allowances and diſcharges had by 
him, it appears that he bein ſurplu- 
fage,or that he is charged with more 
than indeed he could receive, he 
hath ſometimes, and for the moſt 
part, all his proffers paid or allow- 
ed to him again : and ſo indeed'it is 
but a mock-payment, a payment 
kept 
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kept on foot to maintain the old 
method of his Accompt, but is in 
effe&t but ſo much Money lent, . for 
he hath it' (and' juſtly enough) al- 
lowed to him back again : the rea- 
ſon and juſtice whereof ſhall © be 
ſhewn hereafter. And now to re- 
turn again from whence we di- 
greſſed; .I: ſhall now ſearch out the 
meaning of theſe Firmes, Corpus 
Comitatus bl. and Numernus Comita- 
tus, and Firma de Corpore Comita- 
tus, and Proficua Comitatus, and Fir- 
ma de proficue Camitatus, I mean as 
they relate to the Sherifls Accompt 
for what the things were is ſuffici- 
ently diſcovered betfore.' 


Therefore as to the Corpus Comt- 
tatss, I havealready ſhewn1inthepre- 
cedent Chapter, what it conſiſted 
of, viz. the Vicontiel Rents of the 
County; and they conſiſted of two 
ſorts of payment, viz. thoſe that 
were an{wered in blanch Money, 
and thoſe. that were anſwered in 
Money numbred. And this ordi- 
arily made two titles of the Cor- 


E 3 pus 


." - 
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pus Comitatus in moſt Counties, viz. 
where' there; were Firtmes' of theſe 
diflering natures, and they' are then 
thus noted; viz. 44 
De Corpore Comitatuss 1001. Þbl. 
De Namiers Comitatus 50 


And they were writteniout thus 
gener#lly, without expreſſing the 
teveral Vicontiel Rents, but onely 
the groſs Summs what they amoun- 
ted to blanc, and what they amoun- 
red to: #umero, or de wwmnero. Com- 
tatas. And the Sheriff | upon/ his 
Accompt was uſed to bring in a Vi- 
contiel Roll; eontaining theſe par- 
ticular Vicontiel Rents, what they 
were and. what he had levied. 

By:this it-appears thar'it1 the firſt 
conltirgtioh bt this Vieontiel Ac- 
compt the Sheriffaccompred for theſe 
Rents as Bayly” or Cuſtos, and an- 
ſwered what he levied though they 
were written out, and ſtood upon 
the great Roll 'alf in a lump, and 
when the Sheriff nevompted thus, 


he accompted as oa 
yt 
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But. in :proceſs of time (but that 
time very ancient ) the-Sheriff for 
the: time: being took the Corpus Co- 
mitates or Vicontiel Rents to Eirme, 
which Firine for the moſt ipart a» 
mounted }to very neat! the entire 
quantity of the Viecontiel Rents. 
And this' Firme- in many. Counties 
was very ancient, fog wefind-them 
mentioned1n the» Pipe-rolls;at-the 
time of; King abr and: R71 + | 

And: by. this means the Sheriff 
was to anſwerat his peit-his-Firme, 
- it- becatne! his — = 

was 'to- gather up the. Vicantie 
Rents 'to us own uſe to make:him» 
felt a Saver. dy enoh 

She Sheriffs CommiſGon hereup- 
on- was with the reſervation of the 
Firme, and although we: have: not 
memorials of all thoſe reſervations, 
yet of ſome-we. have. + !;- 

Inter Comiunia of x9 E.1. Bedf 
Bucks, Rex 16. Fan. Anno 19. Com- 
mifit Will.  Turvil Cow Bedf. & 
Bucks cum pertinent” cuſtodiend” 
quamdin Regi placuerit reddendo in- 
de per annum quantum Johannes Pa- 

E 4 lam 
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_ wuper Victcomes corundom red- 
ere 
And +a. little and little this 
into a u ſucceedi 
the Firme of ey emaning 
and of 'the Profits of the County as 
his predeceſſor had done : whereby 
the Firma Comitatus and the Firma 
de proficuis Comitatus became as 
ſeried Firmes charged upon the She. 
_ ns. ware yu re- 
ervation: of -it u patent or 
Commiliion of Sheriff 
And'becauſe theſe Firmes were 
in their firſt reſervation proportion 
ed to the value and nature of thoſe 
Rents, which now the Sheriff had, 
as before the King had them, #» ſpe- 
_ SE ey oa of the 
nty' or of the County as 
it was -proportionable to the ſame, 
anſwered for r the Vicontiel —_—_ . 
O 1t was proportioned to na- 
ture, viz."becauſe ſome of the Vi- 
contie} Rents were in blanc —_— 
the Sherifls Firme correſponding to 
that was anſwered in b/anc Money : 


gnd ſome of thoſe rents being an- 
ſwered 
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ſwered n«mero, the Sheriffs Firme 
correſponding thereto was anfwer- 
0 by ths che charge 

by this Accompt 
hechinan the Grange ot Pipe 
and upon the great Roll -was altered 
viz. whereas the former Style of 
the charge was De corpore Comitatus 
blanc & memero, now it was: chan- 


ged, wiz, 4», 


De Firmade corpore Cam tool. 
De numero Comitatus 40 


Ad thus the manner of the charge 
ſtood for the times of #7; 3. and-E. 1: 
and for ſome time before; atleaſt 
in ſome Counties :. and fo it 'conti- 
nues to'this day with ſuch alterati- 
ons as ſhall be ſhewn. 


And as the Corpus Comitatus thus 
» Gen. g grew 2 Firme, or Rent 
charged upon the Sheriff, ſo alſo 
did the Crementum Comitatus; in 
thoſe Counties where ſuch Cremer 
ta was anſwered, viz. 


SEAS Ve 
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? De ens © ri »” root. ' 
De numero Comitatus 4© > 
De C —_ Contitarus 0 


"Alf being otccans} _— 
Firma's: For, as T have ſaid, a: long 
ktting of theſe Vicontiels to Firme, 


ht them. to be. a ſetled: 
= n, and anſwe:: 
red by the $ f; and he gather- 


aliipeke Vicontiels to his own uſe, 
to make himlelf a Saver, and to 
_ your his Firme. And thus 


En mm——_—_ 
of the charges of the 


Viedrticls or the Corpus Comitatus 
borkr Frans and after it Was in 
Furme- -- | 


2. As concerning the Profein 
Contetatus; proceeding was much 
the ſame as thar concerning the Cor- 
pus Comitatus. 4! 

In the ancienter times, when the 
. Proficua Comitatus was at all anſwe- 
red by the Sheriff, it was anſwered 
by him, as Cuſtos or Bayly upon 

Accompt 
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2: Though in ſome ancient 
Pipe-rolls, for ſome Counties we find 
no diſtin&t mention of it; as .in the 
Pipe-roll of 19 R. 1. G/onc.. Herber. 
tus reddit compotum de 3/714, 145.6. 
bl. de Firma Comitatus.' \ The like, 
ibid.13 Johannis. Butvery > 
ly afterwards the Sheritis ; . when 
they had the Corpus Comitatns,. or 
the Certain Annual Revenues under 
a Firme, yet anſwered the Proficua 
Comtatus as Cuſtos or Bayly : for 
inſtance, Pipe-roll 9 R. 1..\Bedf."& 
Bucks, Synon de Belo campo reddit 
compotum de 3691. 195. 11d. bl. Et 
de 791. 83.1d. numero, de Firma 
Comita',' without mentioning the 
Proficua /Comitatus. { v1 
But in the PR 25 H.3.Bedf. 
& Bucks, Paulinus Pejor, at Fir- 
marius reddit compotum de 369i. 1ys. 
11d. bl. & de x08. numero de Fiv- 
ma Comitatuwm. "y Wb 
Idem Vicecomes reddit compotum 
de 100 marc pro proficuo Comtat. 
And Awno 44 H. 3. Alexander 
Hampden, ut- Firmarius reddit com- 
potum de 3691. 195. 11d. bl. & - 
1007, 
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x08]. numero, de Firma Comitatuum. 

Idem A. reddit compotum de 220 
marc pro proficuo Comttat'  ficut con- 
tivetur in origenalz. 

And in 51 H-.-3. Galfridus Rus 
ut Firmarins de anno 50 reddit com- 
potum de 3691. 195. 11d. bl. & de 
2081 numero de Firma Comitat. 

Hdem Galfridus reddit compotum 
de 180 marc pro proficue Comitatus 
de awune 50. fieut continetur 'in 'quo- 
dam Rotulo attachiato originali ejuſ 
dem anni. | | 

And in the year following, Ed- 
vardus filins Regus primogenitas, Bar- 
_ de Treve —_s ejus red. 

mt eo ; reve Regrs, compo 
ns + Rs 1. bl.@ £084 
numero de Firma Comitatus hoc anno. 

Idem E. Vic non reddit de aliquo 
proficuo Comitat” quia Rex ei commi- 
fit diftos Comitatus reſpond” inde per 
annum de antiqua Firma corporis, ft- 
cut cominetur in originali anni pre- 
cedeutis. 

And fo in the great Roll of 50 ZZ. 
3-Glouc. Rcginaldus de Ale de 372). 
T45. 6d. de Firma Com. 

dem 
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Idem Vicecomes reddit compotum de 
80 marc pro proficuo Cow & exit 
vile & nundinorum & Hundredi de 
Wencham ficut continetur in quodam 
Rotulo, &c. and fo it continued in 
the time of E. x. 

By which it is evident, 1. That 
ſomerime there was nothing at all 
anſwered 'pro proficais, but it was 
caſt into the Firme of the County. 
2. That althongh the body of | 
County, conſiſting of a certain year- 
ly Revenue was in Firme, yet often- 
times the Proficua Comitatus were 
not in Firme, but the Sheriff ac- 
compted for them «t Cuſtos, ſome- 
time higher, ſometime lower, as the 
profits aroſe. 


But in proceſs of timg the Prof- 
cua Comitatus, at leaſt in ſome Coun- 
ties, fell under a Firme, though in 
ſome Counties ſooner,- in ſome la- 
ter; and having once begun to be 
in Firme, the ſucceeding Sheriff took 
it as his predeceſſour lett it; and fo 
it became in time a fſetled Firme, 
though not expreſsly reſerved upon 
the Patent of every Sheriff. f 

An 
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And. yet, in 'ſuch caſes it was 
became a. ſetled Firme ,, by uſage 
and cuſtome ; yet when the Sheriff 
found that his Firme was too great 
for theſe profits ( which were ca- 
ſual, ſometimes mores, ſometimes 
leſs) he was in thoſe elder times ad- 
mitted to accompt at Caſtos, with- 
out being bound to anſwer his en- 
tire Firme, unleſs he faw fit. But 
that was rarely in uſe after the time 
of ZH, 4 and accordingly it ſeems 
to be intimated in that ordinance of 
54 H. 3. above mentioned, for wri 
ting the great Roll of the Pipe, wiz. 
de Firms pro Proficuts, vel de Profi- 
cas. And this ſhall ſuffice for the 
unriddling of the Sheriffs Accompts 
till the xqand 11 Ed. 1. 


CHAP. 


Men ect 4 \$ 


CHAT: vie" 


Lhe Second Period of he's She- 
"' riffs 'Accompts , Viz." How 
* they ' flood” from 1o"E:r. 
_ untill 34 | Co 


E tiave' in the rmer'C 

ter ſeen how the” Statute 
of the Sheriffs: Accompts ſtood in 
relation to' the annual Revenue of 
| the County, whether Certain ot 
Uncertain, and both ſtand now re- 
duced under a Firme, v#.' 

1. The Corpus Comitatus anſwe- 
red- under a Furne ; partly" blanc, 
and partly wamero. 

2. The Proficua Comitatus gra- 
dually alfo reduced into a Firme in- 
tirely numero ; but with a liberty 
for the Sheriff to eaſe himſelf of the 
exceſs of his Firme above the pro- 
fits, by ſubmitting to an accompt 
of theſe profits as Bayly or Cu/tos. 


Tt 


64 A Dhozt Treatiſe touching 

It fell out in proceſs of time that 
the Kings of Exg/avd granted a- 
way many of thoſe Vicontiel Rents, 


of charged , where- 
by: the Sheriff loſt- much of what 
was to, make up the Firme of his 
County. And although the She- 


; 


F 
. 
4 
MU 
: 


the Sheriffs Accomprts. 

And therefore it was neceſſary 
have ſome proviſion for the ſame, 
is onely concerned that part 
Firme which was of the Cor- 
Comitatus, or the Firme of the 
in Annual Revenue. There- 
fore by the Stat. of Ratland 10 E. 1, 
is proviſion is ſetled. 

Quod non ſcribatur de cetero cor- 
pora Comitatum in Rotulu ſingulis, 
quin ſcribantur in quodam Retuls an- 
nuali per ſe, & legantur fingulis an- 
nis ſuper compotum Vicecomitis Fay 
gala, viz. in fingulis Comitatibus , 
ut ſciatur fi quid nobis poſſit accidere 

In 


] 
2 
: 


NF 
w; 


+ 
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in quocunque Comitatu. Remanant ve- 
ro eorundem Comitatuum' poſt" terras 
datas ſcribatur in Rotulis annualibus 
& oneremtar inde Vickcbmites..\ In 
quibus quitlem- remanentibas allocen- 
tur liberdtiones'; eleemoſyne , * &c. 
Scribanturj etiam in eiſtem Rovulis 
annualibus Firme Vicecomitum, pro 
fieai Comitatus, ' firme Serjanitiar & 
Aſſartor,, Firme Civitatum, Burgo- 
rum & Villaram, & alice Fitme de 
quibus eſt reſponſum annuatim atl 
Scaccarium predittam. Seribautur ih 
eiſdem omnia debita terminata & 
omnia groſſa debita de quibus ſpes 
eſt 2g "aliquod inde reddi poſit. 
Item omnia debitd que videntar ee 
clara,” titalum de novis obtatis.' 'Ni- 
hil ſcribatur in-Rotulo Anhuali nif 
ea de quibas eſt 'ſpes, &c:: De Fir- 
mu vero mortuis & debitis de qui. 
bus non eft ſpes, fiat unus Rotulas, 
& irrotalentur & legantur ſingulis 
annis oper Compor Vicecom" & de- 

bita de quibus Vicecomes reſpondebat 
ſeribantur in Rotulo annualz & ibt 
acquietentur. | 


t And 


| the ſtate of the yearly Rents 
which heretofore made up the Cor- 
pus Comitatus was examined, and 


the Firme is ſtiled Remaxentia Firme 
peſt terras datas. 


IL. The old ſtile of Corps Comi- 
| Fatus was now put outof 
and whereas formerly the Sherifis 
charge was De Firma. de corpore 'Co- 
mitatus, now it was changed, and 
the charge was De remanente Firme 
poſt terras datas : And according- 
ly it was forthwith altered in the 
great Roll, —_ when thoſe re- 
maining Rents that were to make 
good this Remanentia Firme, did 
conſiſt of Rents #/anc, or of Rents 
»umero onely, it was _— 
y 
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ly written, viz. in this manner. 


De remanente Firme de Com! 100. bl. 
De numero Comttatus 50 


IIL There was to be extracted 
out of -the great Roll the old Rents 
that made up the Corpss Comitatus 
and the title thereof, - and thoſe 
Firmes that were Firme. mortue or 
obſolete, illeviable Firmes, and thoſe 
debts that were deſperate, and the 
great Roll of the Pipe (which was 
Written every year) was to be diſ- 
burthened 6 them, and they were 
to be tranſcribed info-an2ther Roll 
called an Exannual Roll, 

This Exanoual Roll to-be yearly 
read to the Sherift upon lus Accompr, 
to ſee what might be gotten : and 
if any thing appeared toi be' good, 
then the ſame to be recharged again 
upon the great Roll of the Pipe. 


TV.- But there was no alteration 
hereby made of the Firma de Pre- 
fienis : So that by this AR as in re- 
lation to the _ and Rents of 

2 t 
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the County: theſe things were done. 
r. Thoſe Firmes or Rents that were 
wholly granted -away, were whol- 
ly put out of charge, whether they 
were aſſart Rents or Firmes charged 
upon-pirticular Perſons or Land, or 
that were within the Sheriffs Firme 
as Vicontiel Rents. / 2 If 'any! Vi- 
contiel Rents that made ap the She- 
riffs Firma de. corpere- \Comitatus 
were granted out, the Sheriffs Firme 
was abated in reſpect thereof. - 3. If 
there were' any Obſolete.or Dead 
Rents, thar- were either Vicontiel 
' Rents or charged upon: parzicular 
Lands- or”*Peflons which! had not 
been a long time anſwered, they 
together with the Corpus Comitatus 
were removed out- of- the- Annual 
Rolland tranſmitted' into the Exan- 
nual Roell- read yearly 'to- the She- 
riff,” to ſee whether atyy hope of 
levying them : - but? their —_— 
out in charge in the great Roll ſuſ- 
pended till they- might be/atrer -dif- 
covered to be leviable. - © 
And accordingly preſently aſter 
the making ot-this Act," rhe —_ 
s 2 ® 
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of the Sheriffs charge in the Sum- 
mons of the Pipe and the entry 
thereof upon the great Roll. was 
changed ,.. and. this memorial is 
made upon- the: Pipe-roll-for every 
County. | 
Corpus hujus Comitatus. non annota- 

tur hic, ſed annotatur in quodam 
Rotulo in quo ſcribuntur omnia 
corpora Comitatuum Angliz in 
manu Regis exiſtentia-fimu} cum 
Firmis mortuis &. debitis \quaſt 
deſperatis que debent. fingulis: 
amis legi & recitart. ſuper Com- 
potum Vic ut ſciatur quid. inde 
accidere poſſit Regi ex quacunque 
cauſa que ſunt in Theſauro. In 
quibus etiam continetur quod in- 
de Vicecomites onerentur in com- 
potis ſuis predittis de remanenti- 
bus Firmarum Comitatuum poſt 
\ Ferras datas. Et quod in eiſdem 
remanentibus allocentur liberati« 
ones & Eleemoſyne conſtitute & 
alie allocationes fi quas Vic ha- 
buerint per Bria Regis de eo» 

rundem exitibus. _ 
F 3 And 
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And according to this A&t and 
Memorandiim the great Roll was 
certified : for inſtance, before this 
A& the great Roll for Glouceſter 
did run thus. | 

J. F. reddit compotum de 73 721. 
13s. 6d. blatic. de Firma Comita- 
ths. Wſ 
But after this alteration it runs 
thus. | 

In the great Roll 12 E. x. Roge- 
rus de Lockingron Yicecomes reddit 
compotum de _- 145. 114. blanc. 
de remanente Firme Comitatus poſt 
terras datas. 

Idem Vice reddit compotum de 80 
marc* de Firma pro Jew ws Comita- 
tus (which was the old Firme there- 
of before ro E: r.) | 

So again in the Pipe-roll ro E. x. 
which was the Accomprt of the year 
next before the making of this At 
the Roll runs thus, v4: 

BedF, Bneks, Richardus de Gol. 
lington reddit comperum de 319/. 
195. 114. bl. & de 1081. numero, de 
Firma Comitatus. Et reddit compo- 

tum 
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tum der80 marc de Firmaproproficus 
Comitatus ficut Johannes de Ched- 
ley reddere conſucvit. In the Roll 
next after the making of this At 
it runs thus. 

Richardus de Gollington ' Vic 
reddit compotum de 171. 75. bl. de 
remanent” Firme Gomitatus poſt ter. 
ras datas ficut ſupra continetur, & 
ee 1081. de Firma numero. 

Et Vit" reddit compotum de x00 
marc de Firma pro proficuis ficut 
continetur in Rot. 11 : By which in- 
ſtances theſe things appear, vz. 

1. That the Firma de Proficais 
continued the ſame as before : For 
therein no alteration was made by 
the Stat. of Rutland. 

2. That the Title of the Firma 
de corpore Comitatus was changed 
into the Title Je remanewte Firme 
Comitatus poſt terras datas. 

3. That the quantity of the 
Firmes were reduced to ſmaller 
Summs with reſpect to thoſe Firmes 
or Lands charged therewith former- 
ly and fince granted out. 

4- That yet the Titles of Blanc 

F 4 and 
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and Namero continued or were & 
mitted as the nature of the Vicon- 
tiel' Rents that remained. uogran.- 
ted were, viz. When all the biaxc 
Rents were granted out, the Firme 
de". remanente was anſwered onely 
#umero.  Where' all the Rents »«- 
mero' were granted the Sheriff an- 
ſwered his kirme wholly &/anc. If 
part of his. Rent &/anc wete gran- 
ted and nothing of thoſe Rents that 
were :anſwered numero, : he anſwe- 
red the remaining part of his Firme 
blanc, and the entire reſidue nwme- 
1. For the Sheritls. Firme of the 
County: before, and de remanente 
now, did anſwer to the quantity, 
and alſo to the nature or quality of 
thoſe. Viconticl Rents that he was 
to reccive-ta make good his Firme. 
Rut abating that one alteration 
from Firma corpors Comitatus to 
de: remanente Firme, and the a- 
bridging- of the Firme as before , 
and . the diſcharging both of the 
Summons of the Pipe and the great 
Roll of thoſe _ that were 
tranſcribed into the Exannual nk 
the 
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the reſt ,- both of the charge and 
great Roll continued as before. 

+ But notwithſtanding this provi- 
ſion gave ſome;caſe to the Sheriffs 
in relation to thoſe Firmes, yet the 
charging of them with theſe Firmes 
became a-matter of continual com- 
plaint, for that. they were ſtill char- 
ger with theſe-Firmes, yet many of 
the Rents and benefits that ſhould 
make good their Firmes were fold or 
became illeviable after Rot. Par, 
25 E. 3. n. 39. {tem pry les Commons 
que touts Vicounts que ſont charge de 
certain Firmes pur les Counties 04.4ls 
ſont Vicounts ſoient diſcharge de cea 
poſt reſceit de lour Baily per cauſe 
de Franchiſes. grant Ronne breve ſoit 
mand al T1 > & Barons deſche- 
quer quils faient due allowances al 
cheſcun Vicount far le render de lour 
Accompts en cheſcun caſe la ow ils 
woilent quil ſoit reaſonable. 

And in the fame Parliament in 
47, the Sherifls of Bedf. and Bucks 
pray to be diſcharged of the Firmes 
of the Baylywick of their Hun- 
dreds, becauſe thoſe Baylywicks 

yielded 
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yielded no profit : they are remit- 
ted to the Exchequer, Rot. Pay. 
45 E. 3- ». 45. The Sheriffs of E/- 
ſex and Hertford, pray an eaſe in 
reſpect of illeviable Firmes charge 
upon them, and Hundreds and 
Rents granted from them : .anſwe- 
red, Le Roy lour ad fait grace. 

By the ute of's H. 4 cap. 11. 
upon. the complaint that the She- 
rifls are charged with the ancient 
Firmes of their County, notwith- 
ſtanding that great part of the pro- 
fits of the ſame be granted to Lords 
and others : It is enatted that the 
Sheriffs ſhall accompt in the Ex- 
chequer and have an allowance 
by their Oaths of the iſſhes of their 
Counties. 

Rot. Parl. 11 H. 4. n. 46. & ſe 
quent”, The Sherifls of feveral Coun- 
ties complain that they are charged 
with ſeveral ancient Firmes which 
they are not able to levy, viz. E/- 
ſex and Hertf. with the Firme of 
the County, and the Firme of the 
profits of the County : Terk with 
the Firme of the County, poſt terras 


datas 
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datar. Devonſhire with the rema. 
nent' Firme Comitatus poſt terras 
datas, the Firma de Proficuis Comi- 
fatut, and a certain Firme of x00 
marks called blanch Firme. Nor- 
folk and Suffolk with a Firme called 
de remanent” Firme poſt terras datas, 
and Firma de Proficuo Comitatas , 
whereof they complain that they . 


cannot levy any thing, and beſides + 


the Hundred and Liberties granted 
out to the diminution of their pro» * 
fit; and pray remedy according to 
the Stat. of x #7. 4. | 

They are referred to the King's 
Council to make ſuch pardon and 
—_— as they ſhall think reaſo- 


Rot. Parl. 1 H.5.n.34,35. The like 
complaints are made in the behalf 
of the Sheriffs, and prayed that they 
may have allowances out of their 
Firmes upon their oaths according 
to the Statute of x ZZ. 4 Bur 
they have the like anſwer as before, 
viz. a reference to the Council. 
But Roz. Parl. 4 H. 5. n.24 and 
4 HH. 5. cap. 2. The like petition s 
received 
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received ,' viz. that by [their oaths 
they may. have an allowance of 
what” the cannot levy out of thoſe 
great Firmes that are charged ſub 
nomine Vic, viz. Firmes"of their 
Counties, ' 6{anc Firmes de novo in- 
cremento, &c. But inſtead of re- 
dreſs 'they loſt that benefit which 
the Statute of x. #7. 4. had betore 
afforded them. And it is dire&ly 
enacted that the Sheriffs ſhall have 
allowances by their oath of things 
caſual,-which lye not in Firme or 
annual demand: But of thoſe things 
which lye in Firme annual, or de- 
mand annual, they be charged as 
Sherifis in aforetime had been char- 
ged. And thus ſtood the buſineſs 
of the Sheriffs Firmes untill the 
Statute of 34 #. 8. which is the 
next Period. 


CHAP. 
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Touching the State f, hy She- 
ris Firmes from: the  Sta- 
tute of 34 H. 8. till. the 
fourteenth year of the Reign 
of King Charles 1.. which 
is the Second Periad. 


E have ſcen in the former 

Chapter how the caſe ſtood 
wah the Sheriffs Firme-after the 
Statute iof | Rut/and,; and how the 
Statute'of 4 #7.5. c4p.z.: bound. the 
Firmes charged upon the'Sheriffs, 
cloſer upon them than for ſome 
years betore : and ſo they continu- 
ed till the making of the Stature of 
34 H. 8.-cap.16. 

This Statute recites thoſe ſe- 
veral Firmes charged to-the” She- 
riff ſab nomine Vicecomitts, viz. de 
remanent”: Firme poſt terras datas : 
Firma de Proficuo Comitatus, and 


thoſe other minute Firmes deman- 
ded 
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ded ſub nomine Vicecomitis., And 
many of theſe particular ſmall Rents 
that nk up theſe Firmes charged 
upon the Sheriffs are loſt or nor le- 
viable, or extinguiſhed by Attain- 
ders and Diſſolutions of Monaſte- 
ries, and yet-the Sheriffs continue 
charged with their Firmes as for- 
merly. Jt enadts, 
I. That all Sheriffs that have no 
Tallies of Record ſhall upon their . 
days of prefixion deliver in Rolls 
or: Schedules of 9m rank n | 


Lands of which they are to be le- 
2. That after ſuch Schedules de- 
livered the Court ſhall have power 
to allow and make deduQions in 
rr organ ſuch 

mms of Moneys as the Fi 
fall be intern thila-cho-Gumme Yo 
ſuch Schedules ſhall amount unto. 
3- And the Court ſhall proceed 
to the recovery of ſuch Summs be- 
longing 
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to the aid Firmes as are 0- 
mitted in ſuch Schedules, - . 

4- That the Sheriff have allow. 
_ and diſcharge. of all ſuch -il- 
leviable Summs- as are wiz to 
him in proceſs. 

4 That-che Sheriff have allows 
ance for entertainment of - Juſti- 
Js gre but a temporary 

"Was 2 ten 

AQ, and diſcontinued at the next 
Parliament. But a farther A&t was 
after made for the caſe of the She- 
riff, eſpecially in relation to thoſe 
Firmes, viz. res y AGE 
this it is enacted, 

x. That the Sheriff ſhall-have 
ſuch allowances and Tallies of re- 
ward as they had before the Att of 

4 4. 8. or may accompt accor- 
ding to the At at their election, 

2. That they that accompt and 
takeno Tally ot Record ſhall be treat- 
ed in the Exchequer as though the 
A&t of 34 #7. 8. were in force. 

3- That thoſe that have no: Tal- 
hes of reward ſhall have allowance 
of the Diet of the Juſtices, &c. 

4 That 
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4. Thar all ſach Sheriffs 'as take 
no tallies of reward ſhall be diſchar- 
of all Firmes, Goods; Chattels, 
fits, Caſualties, &Gc. as they-can 
not levy or come by. KEN 
5. That all that .have 'Tallies' of 
Reward ſhall: be diſcharged of all 
Firmes and Summs of:Money that 
they cannot levy, except .Viconti- 
es with which they: are to remain 
chargeable as before: the making of 
6. That Sheriffs ſhall have allow: - 
ances tt G_— -- are Cx» 
tinguiſhed by unity of poſſeſſion in 
-"G.g/7-an by iffolurion of Mo- 
naſteries. C It 1 
7. That the Sheriff at his day of 
prefixion when he is ſworn to his 
accompt; ſhall be ſworn to deliyer 
into the-Court of Exchequer, Rolls 
or Schedules of Parchment contain- 
ing all the particular Summs of Mo- 
ney which he hath levied or =—_ 
levy . of his Vicontiels or ot 
Firmes, mentioning the Perſons and 
Lands of which” they are Jeviable, 
and the Court to take care for the 
levying 


- 
. 
| 
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levying of ſuch of the Vicontiels, 
or Firmes,. which are omitted out 
of the Schedules, for ſaving the 
King's rights, and to make out pro- 
ceſs tor the ſame. ' 


Upon theſe Ads theſe things are 
obſervable. 


IT. That thoſe Sheritis that have 
Tallies of reward may not diſcharge 
themſelves of their Vicontiels, vzz. 
the Remanent Firme poſt terras da- 
tas, and CFo Comitatus, and other 
ſmall Rents charged ſub nomine Yi- 
cecomitis (if he take his Tally of 
reward ) by oath that he cannot le- 
Vy it, or all of it. 


IT. But if ſuch a Sherift will wave 
his Tally of reward, he may ac- 
compt according to the Statute of 
34 #7. 8. and 1o diſcharge himſelf 
of his Vicontiels or Firmes thereof 
as well as other Firmes. And the 
truth is, I think, anciently there 
were ſome Sherifis that had Tal 

G lies 
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lies of reward , -viz.. Tork , Nor- 
thampton,' Cumb land, Hereford, &c. 
Bur ſince the making of this A& 
they have waved them,  account- 
ing it more beneficial to. take the 
benefit of thoſe Statutes upon their 
accompt, than to take their Tallies 
of reward. So that now. all She- 
riffs have an equal benefit of the 
Statutes of 34 47.8. and 2 and 3 E.6. 


_ . FIT. But thoſe Sherifls that had no 
Tallies of reward might diſcharge 
themſelves of their Vicontiels and 
Firmes de remanente Comitatus, 2s 


well as other things that they could 
not levy. 


IV. That all Sheriffs, as well 
thoſe that had or had not Tallies of 
reward might diſcharge themſelves 
of the caſual charges, or their an- 
nual uncertain charges; and conſe- 
quently might, and moſt ordinarily 
after this Statute diddiſcharge them- 
ſelves of the entire Firme de profis 
enis Comitatus, 1n caſe the pro muy 

tne 


their Counties did not ſurmount 
the charge that attended them. And 
by this means ſince the making of 
this Statute, thoſe Sheriffs that were 
cha with the Firma de proficuis 
rarely if at all anſwered any thing 
for it, becauſe they have always af- 
certained the Court that there were 
no ſuch profits beyond the charge 
in colletting them : or that the cha 

of keeping the County-Court, the 
Turns, the Hundred-Courts, which 
were the things that made up the 
Firma de led, ſurmounted the 
benefit. 


V. And this making appear was 
no other than the oath of the She- 
riff, that he could not levy this or 
that Rent, parcell of his Vicontiels, 
or that there were no Proficua Co- 
mitatus, &c. And this oath of the 
Sheriff hath always been the War- 
rant to diſcharge him of all or any 
part of his Firmes. By which means 
it hath moſt ordinarily come to paſs 
that although the Sheriff hath paid 
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in his profers at Eaſter and-Michael- 
mas, yet 'when he comes upon his 
accompt he doth by his oath dif- 
charge himſelf of all his Firma de 
remanente Comitatus, and thereby 
moſt times the King becomes Deb- 
tor to the Sherift tor thoſe Moneys 
\ Which he received as profers, or 
Moneys due by the Sheriff upon 
his Firme. 

And it is but reaſon; for the Sta- 
tute gives him that juſt benefit to 
diſcharge himſelt by his. oath of 
what he. cannot levy or receive. 

And yet though the Sheriffs have 
conſtantly by their oath diſcharged 
themſelves of the entire Firme de 
Proficuis Comitatus, and of a great 
part of their other Firmes of the 
Vicontiels, or Remanent Firme, and 
other Rents charged upon them in 
groſs Summs, by ſwearing the 1l- 
leviableneſs of ſome of thoſe Vicon- 
ticls which make up thoſe Rema- 
nent” Firme Comitatus and groſs 
Summs , yet conſtantly after this 
Act and until the year of our Lord 

1650 
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1650 the entire Firmes, viz. the 
entire/ Firme of the Remanent” poſt 
terras datas, and the entire Firme 
ade proficuis Comitatus, were con- 
ſtantly written out in charge to the 
Sheriff upon, the Summons of the 
Pipe; and entirely charged upon the 
great Roll; as they. had: ever been 
ſince:the'Starute of Rutland, and in 
the very fame manner, though in 
truth it was for the [moſt part but 
an idle piece of formality ; for the 
Sherifls conſtantly ſwear it off by 
virtue of the Statute. And thus b 
theſe Statutes the Sheriff had caſe 
by his oath from that part and 
thoſe parts of his Firmes that he 
ſweared he could not levy. 

- But the truth is the Sheriffs have 
taken that part of the Statute which 
was for their eaſe, viz. to ſwear in 
diſcharge of their Firmes, but have 
two much omitted that other part 
of the Statute that was for the King's 
advantage, viz. the delivery in up- 
on their oaths the Schedules of their 
Vicontiels : by which omiſſion pol- 

G 3 ſibly 
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fibly many ſmall, but good, Rates 
have been loſt ſince the -Statute of 
2 and 3 E: 6: which might have 
been preſerved, Although poſlibly 
the tar"greater part were loſt 'long 
before, as' appears by the com- 
plaints of the: Sherifis, in relation 
to their Firmes, 1n the Parliament 
Roll of 11:.'4. above mentioned, 
And thus the' Sheriffs Firmes ſtood 
-—w the 15th of King Charles the 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


x be 7 bird Period from the ff- 
' tenth year of King Charles 
the : firſt untill the year of 

our Lord 1650. And how 
the Sherijs Firmes and Ac- 
_ [tood in that' inter- 
val. 


Y an order of the Court of Ex. 
chequer made the 25th. 7Janzz, 

15 Car.'1; upon the complaint of 
the King's Firmor of decayed Rents 
it was ordered that the Clerk of the 
Pipe ſhould caſt up and compute, 
and ſeverally and diſtin&tly put in 
charge arrearages of decayed Rents 
and parcells ot Rents, that proceſs 
and commiſſions might be made 
forth thereupon by virtue of the 
order. But this proved uneffeCtu- 
al, for although the ſame was done 
G 4 accor- 
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accordingly, yet the King received 
litte advantage thereby, neither did 
it at all convenience the Sheriff, or 
alter the charge written out in the 
Summons of the Pipe, or upon the* 
great Roll, For the Firmes conti- 
-  nued ſtill in charge as before, with- 
out any alterations: And though 
ſomewhat of ſmall conſequence was 
found out, which migh help to 
make good the Sheriffs Firmes in 
ſome particulars, yet the ſame ſtill 
fell ſhort, and the Sheriffs were till 
enforced to make uſe of the advan- 
tage of the Statute of 2 ZE. 6. to 
eaſe themſelves by their oath of i- 
leviable Rents, till the year 1650. 


CHAP, 
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CHAE 6 
The Fourth Perjod of the She- 


riffs Firmes from the year 

1650 wnto this day, and 

how they were anſwered in 
' that interaal. 


N the times of the late troubles, 
viz. 6. Fulii, 1650. there was 
EE IRS 
Exchequer touching - the 1 
Firmes and the . Vicontiel Rents , 
which becauſe it hath ſet a Rule in 
this Buſineſs, which to this day is 
obſerved, I ſhall here tranſcribe 


verbatin, 


* Whereas the Sheriffs of ſeveral 

* Counties of England ſtand char- 
* ged.in the great Roll of the Pipe, 
* and have ſo ſtood charged anci- 
** ently with divers Summs of Mo- 
« ney 
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* ney in groſs, ſub nomine Viceco- 
«* mitis, under the ſeveral Titles of 
* de rem Firnd Com' poſt terras da- 
© tas : de veteribus CFi Comitatus. 
« De Firma de proficuo Comitatus. 
« De Cornagio. De Warda Caſtri. 
« De Firma. perpreſiur' & eſeaet. 
* De emerſts Firms. De minutis 
« particuls. Serjantia de tFis Af 
« fart" infra diverſas Foreſtas, and 
« the _ = the ſaid Sheriffs 
«« yearly, and from year to year, 
o vekath and ſtill A tina 
« ded by the Summons of the Pipe, 
* to levy the ſame as heretofore to 
« the uſe of the Crown, {6 now to 
«- the uſt of 'the Commonwealth, 
* without expreſſing where , of 
« whom, for what caufe, or out of 
« what Lands or Tenements the 
* ſame are particularly to be levi- 
© ed by the faid Sheriffs, or out of 
* what particulars the faid Summs 
«'1n groſs do' ſo ariſe; in regard 
« whereof, and that it hath hereto- 
fore appeared in the time of King 
* Z7.8. upon complaint of the _ 
& ritts, 
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+, rifls, that @ great. part of the par: 


&«, 


*: ticular Rents-and annual Summs 
of ,Money;. wherewith the faid 
'Sheriffs do ſtand charged upon 


«c 


Fe 


« 


their Accompts in-groſs, had been 
long before that time payable-by 
Monaſteries; Abbots, Priors,  at- 
tainted Perſons, and the like , 
whoſe Eſtates were come to the 
Crown, and ſo ought to be dif- 
charged by. unity of poſſeſſion ; 


and yet that the ſaid Sheriffs were 


ſame, to their great burthen, and 


© grievance; it, was in the; 34th 


year of the faid late King: 44, 8: 


*«,cnafted by - Parliament . in- the 


ce 
«cf 
«c 
cc 
«6 
«6 
cc 
«c 


caſe of theſe Sherifls, and [of ;all 


-Sherifls for the time to come: 


that the ſaid Sheriffs ſhould ; be 
charged to anſwer upon their Ac- 
comprts ; yearly ſuch Rents. and 
Summs of Money of the natures 
aforeſaid onely, as by the: parti- 
cular Rentals or; Vicontieks ,, by 
them to be. yearly. delivered in 


* upon oath, they ſhould ſet forth 


* and 
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ce 
Ec 
cc 
ce 


cc 


and make appear 'ts be by them 
leviable'; and that they ſhould 
be diſcharged of all' the reſidue 
which they upon their Oaths 
ſhould affirm to be illeviable, by 
virtue of -the ſaid: Aft of Parlia- 
ment, which hath been ſo con- 
tinued accordingly, ever ſince. 
Howbeit the Sheriffs have from 
-—_ to time co - , and 
com the writin 
forth of an nocy 4 oped levied _ 


anſwered —— their Ac- 
* commpts , t 


ſuch Rents and 
Saumms of Money onely as ap- 
pears upon the oaths of their 

rs, Sheriffs, to be' le- 
viable; and that-the' reſt, ap- 


pearing to- be illeviable, ought 


tobe” removed out of their faid 
annual Roll, and Commiſſions 
thereupon to be awarded out of 
the Exchequer, for reviving the 


'fame' according to the true in- 


tention of - the faid Statute of 
34 #7. 8. whicl the now Lord 
chief Baron, and the reſt of the 

*« Barons, 


cc 


cc 


ce 
66 
cc 
cc 
«c 
«6 
ce 
6 
cc 

6c 

«c 
«c 
«c 
cc 
«C 
«c 
«c 
«c 
«ce 
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Barons, taking into their ſerious 
conſideration, and being willing 
and deſirous, ſo far forth as may 
ſtand with the preſervation of 
the due rights of the Common- 
wealth, to give all fitting caſe 
and fatisfa&tion to Sheriffs there- 
in, according to the meaning of 
the ſaid Statute of 34 #. 8. and 
according to the Statute of *Rut- 
land, 10 Ed. 1. whereby it is 
provided that nothing be 
written out to the Sheriffs but 
ſuch Firmes and Debts whereof 
there is ſome hope that ſome- 
thing may be levied. And that 
all dead Firmes and deſperate 
Debts are to be removed from 
the annual or great Roll into the 
exannual Roll, and not to be 
written forth in proceſs to the 
Sheriff, but to be inquired of 
to ſee if any thing may be revi- 
ved. Whereupon the ſaid Lord 
chuet Baron and the reſt of the 
Barons, calling before them the 
Clerk of the Pipe, with the Se- 

* conda- 
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«c 
«6 
«6 
«6 
«6 
«6 
C6 
«6 
«6 
«c 
«6 
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condaries, andthe reſt of the 
ſworn Clerks of- the ſaid Office , 
and upon debate of the buſineſs, 
finding it to be a work of great 
difficulty, labour and care, to 
examine and ſet forth in eve 
County, from the Originals and 
Records of ſuch antiquity to- be;- 
compared with later times, the 
preiculars which are from hence- 
torth to be written'to the Sheriffs 
to levy in certain. And ſuch asare 
for the reaſons aforeſaid to be re- 
moved out of the ſaid annual Roll 
have nevertheleſs in caſe of all 
$herifts for time to come, with 
reſpe&t to the labour and care of 
the Officers and Clerks to be by 
them undergone therein. It 1s 
this day ordered that the Clerk 
of the Pipe, the Secondaries and 
other ſworn Clerks of the faid 
Office in their ſeveral aſſignments 
ſhall in purſuance of the faid 
Statute of Rutland, and the faid 
Statute of 34 T7. 8. uſe their beſt 
endeavour , diligence and = F 
* with 


cf 
cc 
cc 
«c 
« 
cc 
«c 
«c 
« 
«c 
cc 
«c 
«c 
« 
« 
« 
«c 
«6 
«c 


cc 
«c 
«ec 
cc 


«6 
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with as much convenient- ſpeed 
as _— of {ſo great labour and 
conſequence may well be pertor- 
med, fully to "plaid . a 
forth, and ſhall from henceforth 
fully explain and et forth, in the 
ſubſequent annual- Roll of this 
Court , ſo many of the particu- 
lar Rents as they find out and 
diſcover by any of the Remem. 
brances, Books , Vicontiels of 
Sheriffs, or other Records of this 
Court, to have been, and which 
be appertaining to the makin 
_ every of the ſaid Firmes 1o 
charged in groſs Summs as afore- 
ſaid, and ſhall therein diftinguith 
which and how much of thoſe 
particular Rents have been and 
are to be yearly anſwered. 

* And ſo much of the ſaid Firmes 
as cannot be explained by ſetting 
forth the particulars , together 
with the particulars fo fet forth 
and explained, which have been 
in decay and unanſwered by the 


* ſpace ot forty years laſt paſt, and 


* which 


96 A Shot Treatiſe touching 

« which are become illeviable, ſhall 
* be thereupon removed and con- 
* veyed out of the ſaid annual Roll 
* and Sherifls Accompts into the 
« exannual Roll of this Court. 
« And that Commiſſions and Pro- 
* ceſs ſhall be from time to time a- 
« warded to regain ang da the 
«* ſame, according to true in- 
* tention of the ſaid Statutes. 


This Order produced theſe Ef- 
fects. 


T. Great care was taken to col- 
left and ſet forth the obſcure Rents, 
and upon what they were charged. 


IT. The particulars of thoſe Rents 
and Vicontiels that made up the 
Sheriffs Firmes formerly, of Rema- 
nent” Firme poſt terras datas, and 
De Cremento Comitatus , as allo 
thoſe Rents that were charged upon 
the Sheriffs in groſs Summs, as De 
diverfis Firmis, De minuts partice- 
lis Serjantiarum , and ſuch other 

charges 
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charges in groſs were wholly left 
out and omitted. 


IV. Inſtead thereof ſuch j 
cular Rents and Vicontiels as 
up formerly theſe Firmes and groſs 

es, or Money of them as 
could be diſcovered were particu- 
larly written out in the Summons 
of the Pipe, and in the great Roll 
firſt under the title of ſeveral Hun- 
dreds, wherein the Bills lay that 
were. charged or had any Lands 
charged within them with. theſe 
Vicontiels and the ſeveral Vills un- 
der the Titles of theſe Hundreds , 
and the ſeveral Lands that were 
charged within thoſe Vills, as far 
forth as could be diſcovered. 


V. Thoſe Vicontiels that were' 
part of thoſe Firmes or groſs char- 
ges, and likewiſe ſuch particular 
Rents charged formerly in the an- 
nual Roll in particular, which had 
not been anſwered in forty years 
betore, were removed out of the 

H Summons 
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Summons 'of the Pipe and - great 
Roll into the exannual Roll to be 
put in proceſs as they could be dif- 

vered. © And thus the form of 
the chargewhich had continued ever 
ſince 10 F. r. as to the Firmes and 
groſs Summs, was too lately chan- 
ged to the great eaſe of the Sherifls, 
of the 'Court and of the- People, 
who wete often haraſſed by the 
Sheriffs to make themſelves favers, 
by levying theſe obſcure incertain 
and illeviable Summs. And all this 
without any detriment to the King 
who” indeed before had'an appear- 
ance of great Firmes and Summs ex- 
preſſed-in the Summons of the Pipe 
and freat Roll, which yet were 
ſworn off too little by the She- 
riffs in purſuance of the Statute 
of 23 E.6. 


VT. But beſides all this, the #7r- 
ma de proficuo Comitatus was alſo 
wholly laid aſide and put out of 
the charge of the Summons of- the 


Pipe and the great Roll, It is true 
there 
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there 1s no clear warrant for- put- 
ting the Firme out of charge by 
thar order, for that order ſeems to 
extend onely to Rents-and Viconti- 
. els, which indeed made up the o- 
ther 1n' Firmes and groſs Summs 
charged: upon the Sheriffs. But 
this Firme was anſwered for the 
profits of ' Courts and other caſu- 
al _perquiſites, 'and not in reſpect 
of - any | Vicontiel or annual Rent. 
But yet for all that, the true extent 
of that order might extend to pur 
that Firme wholly out of charge,ſince 
it is apparent that the profits of the 
Sheriffs Courts whether Hundred- 
Courts, County-Courts or time , 
do ſcarce quit the charges of keep- 
ing them-at-this day, nor for a lon 
time paſt. Neither is the King de 
fatto at any loſs thereby, for though 
before this-order this Firme was 1n- 
deed in charge and carried the ſhew 
of ſome benefit to the King, yet it 
was wholly ſworn oft by the She- 
riffs by virtue of the Statute of 2 


and 3 E.6. - 
H 2 Onely 
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Onely it ſeems reaſonable that 
though the Firma de proficuis be 
put out of charge ſo that the She- 
riff ſhould not be compelled to an- 
ſwera Firme to that which yields . 
little or no benefit, yet that the She- 
riff ſhould -be charged to accom 
for the Proficua Comtatus as Bayly 
or Cuſtos "though not as Firmor. 

And that therefore there ſhould 
ſtand in charge upon him to ac- 
compt de Proficnt, which 1s all that 
I can find..conſiderabke to be ſup- 
plied in that order, orvn the pre- 
ſent methodizing of the Roll 
in relation hereunto. And although 
this order was made in the late time 
of trouble, yet it hath obtained and 
ſtood in force unto this day. 

. The late Aft of this Parhament 
intituled An At for the preventing 
of the” unneceſſary delays of She- - 
riffi, &c. hath this Clauſe ſutable 
to the ſaid order, v2. 


« And to the end that Sheriffs 
* may for the time future be eaſed 


= ; 


« 
c& 


c« 
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of the great charge and trouble 


which they heretotore have been 


put to in-paſſing their Accompts 
in the Exchequer, occaſioned part- 
ly in regard that divers Surmms 
of Money have. ſtood ' charged 
upon them in. groſs without ex- 
preſſing trom what perſons, or 
tor what cauſe, or out of what 
Lands and Tenements , the 
ſame are particularly to be le- 
vied, or out of what particu- 
lars the faid Summs in groſs do 
ariſe, whereby it cometh to paſs 
that the Sheriffs 'do ſtill ſtand 
charged in groſs with divers 
Summs of Money which were 
heretofore payable by Abbots, 
Priors, Perſons attainted, and 
ſuch other Perſons, whoſe E- 
ſtates are ſince come to the 
Crown, or are otherwiſe dif- 
charged or illeviable. And part- 
ly by the Accompt of Seifures, 
or foreign Accompts, and by 
exaCtion of undue Fees of She- 
riffs upon their oppoſals. But it 

H 3 " 


102 A Dhont Treatiſe touching 

« js enacted, '&c. that no Sheriffs 
*- ſhall be charged in accompt. to 
« anſwer any illeviable Seiſure , 
*« Firme, Rent or: Debt, or either 
« Seifure, Firme, Rent, Debt or 
© other 'matter-. or thing whatſoe- 
« ver, which was not writ 1n pro- 
* ceſs to him or them to' be levied 
* wherein, the perſons of whom, 
* or the Lands and Tenements out 
* of which, together withthe cauſe 
* for which the fame ſhall be ſolevi- 
« cd ſhall be plainly and particu- 
* larly a_ , but ſhall be there- 
« of wholly diſcharged without Pe- 
* tition, Plea or other trouble or 
** charge whatſoever. 


This A& had in effe&t diſcharg. 
e&d the old charges in groſs, had not 
| this buſineſs been betore ſetled by 
the order of x650. But by that 
order the ſame thing is done and 
much more, and pur into a very 
good order. 

And thus I have done with this 


intricate Argument touching - the 
Sherifſs 
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Sheriffs Firmes. And the occaſion 
of — hy enquiry 1nto-'it was, 
a difterence betweea the Auditors 
and the Clerk of the Pipe : upon 
the whole debate whereot, I found 
onely theſe matters. 


r. That, in truth, the great oc- 
caſion of *complaint was, that the 
Clerks of the Pipe uſed different 
methods of accompting. from the 
Auditors of the Revenue, the not 
obſeryance whereof occaſioned a 
miſtaken repreſentation by the Au- 
ditors that there was a deceit in 
their Accompts, whereas it appear- 
ed to: be no ſuch thing : for when 
both accompted their ſeveral ways, 
the iſſue was that the Accompts a- 
greed in the concluſion. 


2. That the Firme de proficuo Co- 
mitatus was put out of charge with- 
out Warrant, and it'was thought 
by the Auditors, a great and con{1de- 
rable loſs to the Crown, ſuppoſing 
that the Fees for execution of Pro- 

H 4 cels 
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ceſs and Writs were to make up 
that Firme: but this is ſufficiently 
unriddled before. be | 


3- That there was an allowance 
to the Sheriff of Bucks of a conſide- 
rable yearly Summ, «t Apparators 
Comitatus : This indeed ought not 
to be allowed at this day, the rea- 
ſon thereof ceaſing as hath been 
ſhewed; and theretore from hence- 
forth that charge is to be diſallow- 
ed, but the Clerk of the Pipe not 
greatly blamable herein , becauſe 

ere was an -order of the Court 
in the Queens time for making that 
allowance : But the reafon where- 
upon that order was made was a 
miſtake and an errour in the Court 
not in the Clerk that followed the 


order. 


'- 4 That there is no accompt gi- 
ven for the Firmes of Baylywicks 
as was —_— which indeed , 
was parcel of the Proficuum Comi- 


tatus, as hath been ſhewed. But 
| the 


2 
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the truth'is, there is no great Tea» 
ſon for any» ſuch: c hg the 
Firmes of aylywicks being 
away by 


levy ied in moſt pics... 


Fe when a __ in 
Surp omake- it -good un- + 
en em 4 other: debt by 
the Sheri or any other 
Sheriff of the. fame or any-other 
, Without any Warrant from 
my Lord Treaſurer or the Court, 
And beſides that, the: other Sheriff 
is diſcharged :upon the- Roll of | his 
Debt, and it doth-not appear upon 
what reckon. And indeed, -this is 
2 thing fit to be retormed, and that 
ſuchallowancesbe not made without 
Warrant from the Lord Treaſurer, . 
or Order of Court, and that an En- 
try or Memorandum thereof be 
made upon the Roll of the Debts fo 
diſcharged. But yet, the truthis, this 
manner of allowance hath been a 
long time uſed, and it is nonovelty = 
late attempt,ncither isthere any grea 
_ 
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daneggeks King by! it, for it's 


EC one real Nebt 
4 Bur hiowſoever, this 


is:fit. tobe - reformed- by ;order..of 
the Court»that the':Sharrfls deliver 
not in the Roll of the Vicontiel as 
is requized by-the-Sratute. | And it 
1s true, heought'to doo it-pr ſhould 
be ſworn'thereanto.'» Bat the: ne- 


ceſlity is-nor now'fo grear, becand 
the NE AE ag 


by virtue 
DE of Toro, which och in 
ad. perfor ſupply that defect, 
che dl wy 1 orato—nen, 
tiel 22% toibe revived: ' 
Layer br? of the reſt of ' the 
Moore were touching particu- 
hars' miſcharged;, or not 
but the - oa era in the 
Complainers in the Pipe, and 
for want of 'a clear under anding 
of thoſe intricate and obſcure pro- 
of the Pipe. And - 27 
a full- ſearch of the par rticulars, 4 
find the Clerks of. the Pipe gave 
. very clear ſatisfaQtion therein. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole matter of theſe 
Accompts, I do obſerve theſe 
Two or 'Three Obſervables. 


I. That _ man of re- 
taming the ormalities of 
ceedings, the fame terms and m—__ 
and very ſame mood of all things 
in Accompts; when. the nature: of 
things and times requires a change, 
and accoramiodation. of _ forms 
or expreſſions as a piece of hurtful 
fuperſtieion ; | therefore, although 
the change of forms of this: nature 
is not to be done raſhly and preci- 
pitantly, yet when the exigence of 
things requires it, there muſt be an 
accommodation to the preſent uſe, 
—_ and exigence- of af: 


And hence it is that 'the Ac- 
compts of the Auditors of ' the Re» 
venue are more eaſily intelligible as 
being framed to the uſe and exi- 
gence of the times; but the Ac- 
compts of the Pipe more — 

an 
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and perplexed , to perſons unac- 
quainted with them, fortill x9 E. x. 
they in all things the preciſe 
form of —_— their great Roll, 
as had been uſed in King Stephen's 
time. And'the fame torm they 
kept untill x650, abating the alte: 
ratzons made in 10 E. r. not with- 
out great inconvenience '"to the 


King's people and Sheriffs. 


IT. That theſe ſmall Rents and 
C—_ would —_ much 
more advantage to the King, and 
be fold off to the ſeveral Perſon 
and Townſhips letherewith, 
than be kept in method of colleCti- 
on, as now they are, unleſs ſome 
more ready colle&ting of them by 
the Receivers could be thought up- 
on, provided the Money ariſing by 
ſale be laid out preſently in more 
certain Revenue : For, 1. They are 
in reſpe&t of their ſmalineſs, and 
diſperſedneſs , and uncertainty of 
charge and manner of colleting 
very ſubje&t to be loſt, as wy 

ave 
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have been commonly-from time to 
time. '| 2: The' charge of collefting 
and accompting for them by the 
_—_ is very great, _ the trouble 
and charge to the people very much 
more. 3. The coſt and: trouble to 
the King in. reſpe&t of Officers. wri- 
ting and other matters relating there- 
unto, might be well retrenchedthere- 
by. And yet whea all is done, it 
brings a great trouble, and\makesa 
great noiſe as if it were a Reyenue of 

t moment, and yet by that time 
the Sheriffs have done ſwearing of 
r_ as illeviable, or that they 

now not where to charge it, it be- 
comes a very pitifull incorfſiderable 
buſineſs, and ſcarce anſwering the 
charge of the colleCting, accompting 
and anſwering it. For it muſt be 
obſerved that althoygh by the order 
of 1650, the charge is more cer- 
tain than formerly, yet t\®& Sheriff 
hath ſtill by the Law the benefit of 
the Statute of 2 and 3 E.6. even as 
to thoſe aſcertained Rents, and if he 
cannot find them he is, and ought 
| to 


x10 A Shot Treatiſe touching 
to be diſcharged upon his oath there- 
of, ' And: accordingly is daily dif. 
charged of 'many ot thoſe Rents 
rendred much more certain 
by that order,” and' the pains and 
method of the Charge-and Accompr, 
uſed in purſuance hereof.  Whereby 


I of time, many, even of 
\ virtue of that-order, will be ſucceſ- 
ſively loſt. | 


Sed de hu curent Superiores. 


